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Memorandum

To: Office of the Regional Solicitor
ATTN: Ken Lord, Attorney-Advisor .C·~ v c. ~'. .y-.) (0;

'--""7.....» ~/C\ ~
Erika Reed, Deputy State Director, DiviSiOrloiLands and Cadastral (940)From:

Subject: Status of Lands in T. 15 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian

This memorandum responds to your request for clarification of the land status
in T. 15 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian.

The State of Alaska filed general purposes grant selection application AA-6790 on January 24,
1972, for all available lands in T. 15 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian. The application was found to
be proper and the entire township was tentatively approved on May 4, 1989, excluding those
lands withdrawn by Public Land Order (PLO) No. 3324 (the old Lake George Recreation Area).

The tentative approval transferred all right, title, and interest of the United States to the State of
Alaska in the uplands east of the right bank of the Knik River, and to the uplands west of the
western boundary of PLO No. 3324.

Ownership of the submerged lands beneath the Knik River in this township is governed by the
provisions of Sec. 901 of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of December 2,
1980 (ANILCA), as amended by Sec. 101(b)(1) of the Submerged Lands Act of August 16,
1988,43 U.S.c. § 1631.

Ex. 5 
Page 1 of 4

Case 3:17-cv-00090-HRH   Document 1-5   Filed 04/19/17   Page 1 of 4



Section 901 of ANILCA, as amended by Sec. 101(b)( 1) of the Submerged Lands Act provides
that:

Whenever, either before or after the date of enactment of this section, the Secretary
conveys land to ... the State pursuant to ... the Alaska Statehood Act, or this Act which
abuts or surrounds a meanderable lake, river, or stream, all right, title, and interest of the
United States, if any, in the land under such lake, river, or stream lying between the
uplands and the median line or midpoint, as the case may be, shall vest in ... the State.

The Knik River was determined to be nonnavigable in this township and, though the township is
unsurveyed, the river appears to be of meanderable size (3 chains (198 feet) wide or wider).

With respect to that portion of the Knik River lying between the State-owned uplands and the old
Lake George Recreation Area in protracted Secs. 6, 7,8, 17,20,21,28,29, and 33, ownership of
the submerged lands in the easterly half of the riverbed vested in the State as of the date of
tentative approval.

On October 25,1990, PLO 6805 revoked PLO 3324 in part (that portion of the withdrawal lying
in T. 16 N., R. 3 E., Seward Meridian, remains in effect) and opened the lands to selection by the
State of Alaska. The State top-filed the township on August 17, 1981; pursuant to PLO 6805, the
top-filing became an effective selection on October 25, 1990, the date PLO 6805 was published
in the Federal Register.

Cook Inlet Region, Inc., also selected the old Lake George Recreation Area under Sec. 12(c) of
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. As of the date of this memo, neither application has
been adjudicated, and the lands within former PLO 3324 and the submerged lands in the westerly
half of the riverbed remain in federal ownership.

A current status plat and copies of the PLOs are attached for your ready reference.

Attachments
Status plat
CyPLOs

Ex. 5 
Page 2 of 4

Case 3:17-cv-00090-HRH   Document 1-5   Filed 04/19/17   Page 2 of 4



Reference No. 21 76
Federal Register Data

Published: 2/13/64
No.: 31

Volume: 29
Page: 2423

PLO No. 3324
Pan Affected: A-043400
Date Signed: 2/07/64
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of materials wuler ",e Materials ....o~.
Till'IIPplloant des1rea 'hela,," 'Of a Pub.
lio keel'eation SUe.

],0'01' 110period Of 80 days from the date Of
publication 01 this ncuee, aU POROlli who
wish to aubmU oommenta. aunesUana, or
obJections In ccauecuen wi~h the pro.
posed withdrawal may prelen' their
views in wrltlnr to the undefl1rnea om.
cer of ~he Bureau Of Land Manarement.
.[)epart.ment of tho Intel'ior Box taO,
Anchorare. AllUlu.
If circumstances warrant It. a publlc

hearinr wlll be held at a convenient time
and place. which wlU be announced.
The determination of the Secretary on

the application wlU be publlshed in the
FEDERALREGISTER. A separate notice w1ll
be sent to each Interested party ot record.
The ·lands Involved In the application

are:
Beginning At Point No. 1. common With

M. C. Corner No.4. U. 8. Suney No. 32110,
Trllct B. Ulence South 7 chalas to Corner
No.3. O. 8. Surny No. 32110.Tract B, thence
continUing South 13 chain a to Point No.2.
thence sout.heasterly parallel With the South
Balik of the Knlk River (a Itrlp % mile Wide)
approximately 15 miles to a point oppoelto
root of Knill: Olacler: thence COatlnulag In
a BoUtherly dlr.)ctlon parallellng the river
drlllnllge from Lake Oeorge (continuing Il
strip ~4mile wide) approZllnately 7 mila to
• palM opposite ouUct Of Lake Oeorge;
thence OOntinulng southwesterly paralleling
west side at Lake Oeorge (continuing a strip
~~mile wide) approximately 8 miles to louth­
weat Inl.,t of Lake Oeorge. The area con­
tains apjlrOXlmately 4,800 acra.

L. T. MAlN.
Operatie>n.sSupervisor,

Anchorage.
(F. R. Doc. S8-46SII: FlI~. June 18. iDS8;

8:51 a. m.1

Title 43-PUBUC LANDS:·
INTERIOR

Chapter !-Bureau of Land Manage­
ment, Department of the Interior

."ENDIlC-PUIUC LANDOIDERS
IPubUcw.ud Order 3324 J

l,Ano.barace Ots400 J
ALASKA

Withdrawing Lands Under Jurisdic­
tion of Bureau of Land Manage­
ment for Protection of Public Rec-
reation Values .
By Virtue of the authority vested In

the President and pursuant to Execut.lve
Order No. 10355 of May 26. 1952. It. Is
ordered as 1ollows:
SubJect to ex1at1Dg valid rights. the

follOWing-described public l&bds are
hereby Withdrawn under jur1sd1ct1onof
the Bureau of LandManagement. from
all fOrIIll of approPrlat1on under the pub­
lic land laws. including the m1n1nc laws.
but not the mtnerallelLSlng 1awl. and re­
served for use sa public recreation areas
and for preservation of public recreation
values:

Louu: OEORGI: AazI.

BeglnDlng at. Point NO.1, common wlUl
M.C. Comer No.4. 0.8. survey No. 3290.
Tra.c~B. tbeaC8 South 'I cbalnll to CO:"Dt!'I'No.
3. 0..5. Survey No. 3290. Tract B. thence con­=wna South 13 choJD,S to Point No.2. the
potnt. at 'begtJualng; theace;
SOutheuterly 16m.ue.s. approXlmately. par_

allel w1th the South BII.Dkot the KDlk IUver
(a .trip 'I. mUe w1de) to a polnt opposite
foot of JtD1k Glacier:
Soutberly'l JDlles, approz1m.ately. contlnu­

tng tn .. southerly c1ll"ecUon~a1I"lIng the
river dralDage!rOm Lake George (oonunul.ng
II. atnp ',4 JDlle wide) to a. point opposite
outlet of Lake George;
Soutbw.t.erly a mJlea. apProzimaicly. par­

aUe11nr west aula of.I.ake George CoontlnlWlg
a IItrip 'I. DI1Iewide) to southweat lnl~ Of
Lake George.

Contalnlng apprOXimately 4.800 acres.
JOHN A. CAlI.VEI..Jr"

Assi.tt4nt Secret.czTlI
of the Interior.

P~/,shed ro/19/Sr
vc j,)-~ tJ c. I)...~

Pc._9 ~ L./ L...{ Js-

FEBRtlARY '7. 1964.
(FoR. Doe. 64-lf08; Ned. !'ell. 12, 11164;

1:4:; LIIl.]
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Federal Register Data

Published: 10/25/90
No.: 207

Volume: 55
Page: 42958 & 42959

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Land Management

43 CFRPublic Land Order 6805

(AK-93~21""10; A-G43400J

Partial Revocation of Public Land
Order No. 3324 for Selection of Land
by the State of Alaska; Alaska

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management.
Interior.
ACTION: Public land order.

SUMMARY: This order revokes a public
land order insofar as it affects 3.850
acres of public land withdrawn for
recreation purposes at Lake George.
Alaska. The land is no I~DBerneeded for
the purpose for which itwas withdrawn.
This action also opens .the land for
selection by the State of Alaska. if such
land is otherwise available. Any land
described herein that is Dot conveyed to
the State will be subject to the terms
and conditioDs of withdrawals of record.
EFFECTIVEDATI: October 25, 1990.
FOR FURTHER INPOIIMATION CONTACT:
Sandra C. Thomas. BLMAlaska State
Office. 222W. 7th Avenue. No. 13.
Anchorage. Alaska 99513-7599.907-271-
5477.
By virtue of the authority vested in the

Secretary of the Interior by section 204
of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1978,43 U.S.C. 1714
(1988),and by section 11(d)(l) of the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 43
U.S.C. 1616(d)(1)(1988). it is ordered as
follows:
1. Public Land Order No. 3324which

withdrew public land for a recreation
area at Lake George is hereby revoked
insofar as it affects the following
described land:
Seward Meridian
Beginning at Point No.1. common with M.e.
comer No. 4.ua Survey No. 3290.Tract B.

Thence south 7 chains to corner NO.3. U.S.
Survey No. 3290.Tract B:

Thence continuing south 13 chains to Point
No. Z. the point of beginning:

Thence lOutheasterly 15 miles.
approximately. paraUel with the south
baDkof the Knik River fa strip ~ mile
wide) to a point opposite foot of knik
Glacier;

Reference No. 2859

PLO No. 6805
Part Affected: A-043400
Effective Date: 10/25/90

Thence southerly 'J miles. approximately.
continuing in a IOUtherfy direction
paralleling the river drainase from Lake
George (continuins a strip ~ mile wide) to
a point opposite outlet of Lake George;

Thence southwesterly 8miles. approximately,
paralleling west lide of Lake George
fcontinuing a strip ~ mile wide) to
southwest inlet of Lake Geol'lle:

E)(cluding therefrom a tract of land described
as:

Beginning at corner No.1. common with
meander comer No. 4. U.s.Survey No.
3290.Tract B and the true point of
beginning for this description:

From Comer No.1. by metes and bounds,
Thence south 7 chains to comer No.3. U.S.
Survey No. 3290.Tract B and continuing
South 13 chains to corner No.2:

Thence 80utheasterly on aline approltimately
20 chains south of and parallel to the left
bank of the Knik River. approltimateJy 501
chains to comer NO.3 located on the east
boundary ofT. 16N.. R. 3 E.. Seward
Meridian:

Thence north on the east boundary ofT. 16
N.. R. 3 E.. Seward Meridian. .
approltimately 20 chains to comer No.4. a
meander comer at the line of mean high
water on the left baDk of the Knik River:

Thence northwesterly along the line of mean
hi8h water on the left bank of the knik
River appro)(imately 501 chains to comer
No.1. the point of beginning.
The area described contains appro)(imately

3.850 acres.
2. Subject to valid existing rights. the

land described above is hereby opened
to selection bytbe State of Alaska under
either the Alaska Statehood Act of July
7. 1958, 48 U.S.c. prec. 21 (1988).or
section 906(b) of the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conaervation Act. 43
U.S.C. 1635(b) (1988).
3. The State of Alaska selections

made under section 906{e)of the Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation
Act. 43 U.S.C.1635(e) (1988).become
effective without further action by the
State upon publication of this public
land order in the Federal Register. if
such land is otherwise available. Land
not conveyed to the State will be subject
to the terms and conditions of
withdrawals of record.
Dated: October 15. 1990.

Dave O'NeaL
Assistant Secretary of the Interior.
(FRDoc. ~25238 Filed10-24-90: 8:45am]
BlWNGCODE431~
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