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PURPOSE OF THE YAKATAGA AREA PLAN

The Yakataga Area Plan prescribes how the Alaska Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) will manage approximately 1,384,000 acres of state land along the northern
Gulf of Alaska coast, between Cape Suckling and Alsek River. The plan applies to
state uplands, tidelands, submerged lands, and shorelands. The plan classifies
these lands to indicate their primary uses, and provides guidelines for leases and
permits. It identifies land to be sold and other land to be retained in state ownership.
The plan restricts mineral entry in the shorelands of several rivers. The Yakataga
Area Plan does not make decisions for federal, borough, Native, or private lands,
nor does it affect fishing and hunting regulations.

WHERE TO GET A COPY OF THE PLAN

Copies of the complete plan have been sent to the
municipal planning offices in Yakutat and Cordova
and the public libraries in Anchorage, Cordova,
Gustavus, Juneau, Seward, and Yakutat.

Copies are also available for use or purchase from
DNR in Anchorage and Juneau. Contact the DNR
Public Information Center at 3601 C Street, Suite
200, Anchorage; or the DNR Division of Land public
counter at 400 Willoughby Avenue, Suite 400, Juneau.

This brochure summarizes the principal policies of
the Yakataga Area Plan.
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HOW THE PLAN WAS DEVELOPED

The Yakataga Area Plan is the product of a four-year effort by DNR staff, a planning
team, and the public. The planning team represented 12 state resource agencies.
Advisors from federal agencies, local communities, and interest groups helped to shape
the policies of this plan. DNR held several public meetings in five interested commu-
nities to collect public comments. Following is an outline of the planning process:

THE PROCE

S

lfldemify issues spring 1991

E{Map and analyze resources 1991 to 1994

lf Develop and review management

alternatives spring 1992

dPrepare the draft plan fall 1992 - spring 1993

®The public and agencies review

the draft plan summer 1993

IS(Prepare the final plan using

comments on the draft plan fall 1993 through 1994*

® DNR adopts the plan which becomes DNR policy

for managing state lands in the Yakataga area spring 1995

“The plan was delayed pending settlement of the Mental Health Trust tigation and the University timber rights litigation.

Land use designations in this plan indicate the
primary use for a particufar area. DNR will
manage resources and activities so as 1o pro-
mote or protect this use. The designated use
does not preciude other uses: DNR lands are
intended for multiple uses.

The area plan presents general management
intent and guidelines. Further planning and
guidelines may be needed when long-term or
widespread development is proposed for a
particular site.

The Yakataga area has the most valuable timber the state owns. The plan designates
approximately 90 percent of the state forest lands in the Yakataga area for forestry.

There will be intensive state timber harvest from Duktoth River east to lcy Cape. The
University of Alaska holds one-time timber cutting rights to most of the timber in this area.

Tsiu River camp

For the next twenty years (until 2014), the only harvest of state timber in the planning
area west of Duktoth River will be small sales incidental to developing and operating a
cabin and trail system. DNR will re-evaluate the area plan and the timber harvest rate
before considering timber harvest west of Duktoth River.

The Yakataga Area Plan applies guidelines for state timber harvest. These guide-
lines include criteria for locating roads, size and shape of clear cuts, and retaining
timber in river corridors. The plan supports three log transfer facilities (two in Icy
Bay and one in Yakutat Bay).

Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Harvest

in developing the Yakataga Area Pian, DNR and the Department of Fish and Game
(DFG) jointly compiled an atlas of important fish and wildlife habitat and harvest areas.

The area plan recommends that the state legislature add 13,000 acres along the
lower Kaliakh River to the Yakataga State Game Refuge. This addition would protect
mountain goat habitat, which the current refuge lacks. The area plan designates most
of the large river corridors for habitat, as well as most marine waters. In fish and wildlife
areas not designated for habitat, the plan’s guidelines will minimize or mitigate the
effects of other activities on habital. Several specific habitat provisions include:

Mountain goat. The plan prohibits timber harvest within mapped mountain.goat
. habitat winter habitat. P ;

Coastal The plan establishes a 500-foot-wide buffer of imber along the

habitat ‘coast, to protect important habitat for species that feed and travel
~ “along the coast, such as bears, land ofters, wolves, and bald eagles.

The plan's guid imi ivities and L ik

- ‘uses in this 500

LAND USE DESIGNATIONS AND ACREAGE SUMMA

RESOURCE POLICIES OF THIS PLAN

Riparian Setbacks for building along water bodies will help protect riparian
habitat habitat for fish- and wildiife. Along the five largest streams on state
land, the plan establishes special manag zones to
that any forestry activities will be compatible with habitat and rec-
reation vaiues. o <

Other habitat DNR will apply additional specific habitat protection measures
provisions when reviewing timber harvest plans submitted by the University.

Hunting and Most marine waters and river corridors are designated for fish and

fishing areas wildlife harvest to protect commercial, sport, and personal use
fisheries. Several upland areas are also designated for fish and
wildlife harvest based on established hunting and fishing patterns.

The area plan supports hunting and fishing by protecting habitat, by
retaining in public ownership lands that the public now uses for hunt-
ing and fishing, and by reserving public access along water bodies.

Recreation angditourism

Recreation and tourism have potential to increase in the Yakataga area. A primary
attraction is the variety and drama of the glacial, forest, and coastal scenery. Other
important altractions are the fish and wildlife and the remote and rugged setting.

Most coastal and river areas are designated for recreation. The plan establishes a
500-foot coastal buffer and recreation management zones along several rivers. DNR
will reserve camping and public access sites between Cape Suckling and Duktoth
River. The plan also has guidelines for protecting scenic quality. DNR has placed a
moratorium on timber harvest west of the Duktoth River for at least 20 years.

The plan aliows development of a cabin and trail system to be funded by the University
In addition, the plan identifies several locations where DNR may promote commer-
cial recreation by competitive bid

The plan encourages DNR to evaluate lands near Bering Glacier in the future for a
potential state park. The Bering Glacier area has outstanding tourism and scientific
research opportunities.

BY SUBUNIT*

Y %

The land use designations in this table are abbreviated as follows:
F

a detailed explanation of the designation system.

= forestry HV = fish and wildlife harvest S = settlement
G = general uses M = minerals development T = transportation Tide]and, submerged land
H = fish and wildlife habitat R = recreation and tourism WD = waterfront development

In the table below, the numeral 1 indicates a designated use with high priority, and the numeral 2 indicates a designated
use with lesser priority. An “x" means that the designated use was not rated as 1o priority. Chapter 3 of the area pian gives

and shoreland designations
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: development.

‘State lands are open to mineral entry unless specifically closed. The plan applies =
mineral closures or leaseholds to 13 streambeds and estuaries with low mineral
potential but high fish productivity, including the Situk River. All other state lands

are open for mineral exploration and entry, regardless of land use designation.

The area plan has guidelines for gravel extraction on state lands, particularly to minimize
disturbance in river flood plains.

DNR has a separate planning process for oil and gas lease sales. DNR uses a 5-Year
Leasing Program to decide on oil and gas leasing. Subsequent to a lease sale, surface
land uses related to oil and gas development are subject to this plan.

Land sales_

Approximately 1,140 acres in the vicinity of Yakutat are designated for settiement
These areas are near municipal services provided by the City and Borough of Yakutat.
DNR has not scheduled any near-term land disposals. Some of these lands may be
conveyed to the City and Borough of Yakutat under their municipal entittement.

State land in remote parts of the Yakataga planning area is generally ill-suited or
too remote for settlement and will be retained in state ownership. This avoids high
fiscal costs to provide government services in remote areas. In addition, state for-
estry and habitat management are more efficient with a large, contiguous land base.

Public and private access

The plan has guidelines to protect anchorages, trails, and access to public and private
lands and resources.

The plan establishes widths for reserved public access on state lands adjacent to
water bodies. The plan has particular access provisions for the Tsiu and Kaliakh rivers
to protect the set net and sport fisheries and access to the Yakataga State Game
Refuge. DNR will ensure public access along the main haul road between Icy Bay
and Cape Yakataga. Where the main haul road crosses non-DNR lands, DNR will
seek a right-of-way.

Waterfrgnt development and shoyeline use

Four areas in Yakutat Bay and lcy Bay are designated for waterfront development.
No suitable sites were idenfified alorig thie outer coastline because of the hazards from:

natural hydrology, stablishes IS
i ment Zones, and recreation zones along
lakes, streams, and marine waters. : : ; ;

OTHER FEATURES

Convey state-selected lands

The state has filed applications (selections) with
the federal government to receive title to certain
federal lands in the planning area. The plan rec-
ommends that DNR postpone conveyance of
lands selected at Bering Glacier until the glacier
retreats farther, so that only emerging uplands,
and not submerged lands, are counted toward the
statehood entitiement.

Conveyance of state land selections in the upper
Kulthieth and Kaliakh River watersheds has been
postponed until Native corporation conveyances
are complete so that DNR does not acquire iso-
lated, fragmented parcels.

Other plans and programs

The policies of the Yakataga Area Plan were written to be consistent with the Alaska
Coastal Management Program. The eastern part of the planning area is within the
newly-established City and Borough of Yakutat. DNR's area plan was developed
before the City and Borough had developed a district coastal program or a compre-

hensive plan. However, borough officials represented their interests during the area
plan process.

HOW THE PLAN CAN BE CHA ED

The plan must be flexible to respond to changes in information, technology, economics,
and public values. The plan may be amended with the approval of the Commissioner
of DNR, after public review and consultation with affected agencies. DNR intends
that an interagency planning team review this plan every five to ten years to deter-
mine if conditions warrant updating the plan.

Logging truck on lcy Cape road

Special exceptions to the plan can be made in cases where it is impossible or impracti-
cal to comply with the plan, and when an alternative course of action will meet the
plan's purpose. Special exceptions require public notice. Minor changes to the plan,
such as clarifications or corrections, do not require public review.

This brochure was released by the
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
and printed in Anchorage, Alaska, ata
cost of $8.55 per copy. lts purpose is to
provide the public with a summary of the
policies in the Yakataga Area Plan.
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