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Background 
The proposed Critical Water Management Area (CWMA) for Moose Creek, Alaska, was noticed in the 
Fairbanks Daily Miner on June 15, June 22, June 29, and July 6, 2020. Notice was also sent to each 
property owner and appropriator of record within the proposed CWMA via certified mail with electronic 
return receipt. The notice included a description of the proposed designation, advertised a public 
meeting and hearing, and provided information on how to comment.   

The public meeting and hearing was held on July 14, 2020 at Hotel North Pole meeting room, North 
Pole, Alaska. The purpose of the meeting and hearing was to provide information on the proposed 
CWMA designation and solicit comments. Sixteen members of the public attended the meeting. Two 
people provided comments that were recorded and transcribed by DNR. DNR provided comment cards, 
but no written comments were received at the meeting. 

Per 11 AAC 93.510(3) the comment period was held open 30-days after the public meeting and hearing. 
The comment period closed on August 13, 2020 at 5:00pm. A total of five comment emails and oral 
comments were received during the comment period. Copies of comment emails and transcriptions of 
oral comments are provided in this attachment.  

The following table provides a list of those who commented on the proposed Moose Creek CWMA 
designation, comment letter/transcription number, and the page number where the comment 
letter/transcription can be found. Comment letters are followed by DNR’s Response to Comments 
(Table A2-2). Individual commenters are referred to by their initials and email addresses and mailing 
addresses have been block from the comment letters as a courtesy to respect commenters’ privacy. 

Table A2 – 1.  List of Commenters 
Letter/ 

Transcription 
Number 

Commenter Name Submission Type Comment Page 
Number 

1 Alaska Department of Fish and Game Email D-2 
2 K.S. and C.S. – Moose Creek Residents Email D-3 
3 L.L. – Moose Creek Residents Email D-4 to D-5 
4 M.S. – Estate Representative  Public Hearing (Transcribed) D-6 
5 M.H. – Moose Creek Resident Public Hearing (Transcribed) D-7 
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Comment Letter/Transcription 1.  ADF&G  
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Comment Letter/Transcription 2.  K.S. and C.S., Moose Creek Residents 
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Comment Letter/Transcription 3.  L.L., Moose Creek Resident 
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Comment Letter/Transcription 4.  M.S., Estate Representative 
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Comment Letter/Transcription 5.  M.H., Moose Creek Resident 
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Table A2 – 2.  Response to Comments 
Comment Letter/Transcription No. 1 – Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) 

1-1 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will provide notice to ADF&G regarding 
the final determination on the Moose Creek Critical Water Management Area 
(CWMA).  

1-2 

DNR recognizes ADF&G’s concern regarding the impacts of contamination on fish 
within Piledriver Slough. DNR will forward your comments to the United States 
Airforce (USAF) to help facilitate communication between the two agencies 
regarding contamination and monitoring efforts.  

Comment Letter/Transcription No. 2 – K.S. and C.S.  

2-1 

The public meeting and hearing held July 14, 2020 and public comment period is 
your chance to let DNR know your thoughts about the proposed CWMA 
designation and how you believe you will be affected. Most individuals choose to 
represent themselves in the public comment process. Although seeking outside 
representation is an option, DNR does not provide outside representation for 
individuals commenting on proposed CWMAs. 
 
Your comment will be sent to USAF in case it is more broadly directed at the PFAS 
contamination, contaminate monitoring, or Interim Record of Decision (IROD) 
process. 
 
Your comment will also be sent to the City of North Pole in case it is more broadly 
directed at the Environmental Covenant Package they sent in July 2020.   

2-2 

There are several ways to advocate for your interest during the CWMA process. 
You can advocate for yourself, as you have done by participating in the public 
hearing and meeting and by submitting comments. You can also contact your local, 
state, and federal representatives, who are responsible for advocating for the best 
interest of their constituents through the legislative process. You may also hire an 
attorney or another outside advocate to represent you during the CWMA process. 
DNR does not provide outside representation for individuals for activities related 
to the CWMA process. 

2-3 

The USAF hosts a monthly meeting for the project managers coordinating Eielson 
Airforce Base (EAFB) Remediation. These are technical meetings that cover all 
remediation efforts at Eielson Airforce Base. The PFOS/PFOA portion of the 
meeting is an opportunity for project managers to provide updates on items such 
as sampling plans, hydrogeologic modeling, and construction timelines. This 
portion of the meeting is generally attending by Alaska Department of 
Environmental Contamination (ADEC), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
USAF, United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), DNR, City of North Pole, 
and USAF consultants and contractors.  
 
Your comment will be sent to USAF, who hosts the meeting. 

2-4 
DNR has invited participation in the decision-making process through holding a 
public meeting and hearing and inviting the public to provide input on the 
proposed CWMA designation through the public comment process.  

2-5 In the CWMA petition, USAF stated they would provide access to alternative water 
supplies for Moose Creek Residents to cut off the PFOS/PFOA exposure pathway. It 
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is our understanding from the IROD that USAF is providing payment for 
participation in their program to help offset the cost of water service. However, it 
is also our understanding that this will not cover water use in perpetuity.  
 
We will send your comment to USAF and City of North Pole because they are in a 
better position to discuss future water service costs. They can also advise you on 
their future planned actions regarding Moose Creek.  

Comment Letter/Transcription No. 3 – L.L. 

3-1 

The efforts to investigate and cleanup PFAS contamination at Eielson will be 
overseen by EPA and DEC.  The 12 source areas at Eielson Air Force Base will be 
investigated in a Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA) regulated remedial investigation (RI). The RI will be 
completed to delineate the nature and extent of contamination, and to assess the 
site risks in a risk assessment (RA). A feasibility study (FS) will be developed from 
the information collected during the RI-RA, and remedial alternatives will be 
developed to identify cleanup approaches, monitoring plans and land use controls 
for the sites.  The Air Force will select a remedy and identify it to the public in a 
CERCLA Proposed Plan (PP).  The public will have a chance to ask questions and 
comment on the proposed plan.  All public comments for the proposed plan will be 
appended to a responsiveness section in a CERCLA Record of Decision (ROD).  
 
While not specific to groundwater remediation, the CERCLA process will ensure 
long-term clean-up actions occur regardless of EAFB staff turnover.  
 
We will send your comment to USAF so they can respond to your concern 
regarding long-term commitments.  

3-2 

Those with valid certificates of appropriation are not required to forfeit those 
under the proposed CWMA. It is our understanding that the USAF is offering to pay 
certificate holders and applicants to voluntarily relinquish their water 
rights/applications. However, that would be a contractual agreement between you 
and the USAF and is a separate process for the CWMA.   
 
Please see response 3-1 for information about long-term clean up and remediation 
requirements.  

3-3 
We will forward your comment to USAF so they can address what firefighting 
products they are currently using and address questions regarding the safety of 
those chemicals. 

3-4 Please see response 3-2 and 3-1 for information about water rights and clean up 
and remediation requirements.  

3-5 

The purpose of the CWMA is to cut off an exposure pathway to a chemical with 
negative human health impacts. However, cutting off the exposure pathway is an 
interim step in dealing with the contamination issue.  
 
Please see response 3-1 for information about clean up and remediation 
requirements.  
 
 



Attachment D  Critical Water Management Area 
Comments and Responses D-10 Moose Creek, Alaska 
 

Comment Letter/Transcription No. 4 – M.S. 

4-1 
The Alaska water code, which provides for water rights management in Alaska is 
Alaska Statute 46.15. Please contact us if you have any specific questions about 
water rights in Alaska.   

4-2 

If the CWMA is designated, we would notify all landowners within the area of any 
proposed revocation or amendment to the CWMA. If the CWMA is designated, 
new water right applications for domestic use would only be accepted when the 
CWMA is revoked. Revocation would occur once there is no longer a risk to human 
health from using the ground and surface water within the CWMA boundary.  

Comment Letter/Transcription No. 5 – M.H. 

5-1 We will forward your comment to USAF and City of North Pole, as they are in a 
better position to discuss future water service costs and their covenant package.  
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