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First Year of Day-Use Fees in Kodiak Yields Outstanding Results

 
Starting in March, 2016, the three Kodiak Island road

system state park units instituted the day-use fee program with 
great success. The community overwhelmingly accepted and 
supported the new program, which is what defines it as such a 
success for the Kodiak State Parks staff. Most Kodiak residents 
understood the reasons for instituting day-use fees and willingly 
acknowledged that the annual decal cost was minimal. Many of 
them provided supportive and positive comments.  
Last year, over 1,200 vehicle decals were sold to Kodiak area 

residents, including online and local Kodiak sales, generating 
approximately $49,625. Almost one-third were sold as 
discounted second decals, and more than $17,500 additional 
funds were collected at the fee stations. Two new fee stations 
were installed in the area park units last February, and others 
were converted into day-use or both camping and day-use fee 
collection points to accommodate the fee program. 

Buskin River SRA Pasagshak River SRS Fort Abercrombie SHP

Camping fees were also implemented at Pasagshak River 
State Recreation Site, which includes six riverside walk-in 
campsites and three official RV sites.
A lot of public information was distributed through press 

releases, newspaper articles, social media, and a scheduled 
public meeting during late 2015 and early in 2016 to provide 
as much of the community with information as possible about 
the implementation of the new fee. During the inaugural 
year, Kodiak staff used pre-printed courtesy notices to 
inform visitors of the new fee, methods of payment, where to 
purchase annual decals if interested, and contact information 
if they had additional questions. 
Voluntary fee compliance was much higher for this first 

year than expected, which reflects the community’s support 
and appreciation for Alaska State Parks.

Buskin River SRA 
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Why Do You Love Alaska?
The 150th anniversary of the Alaska Treaty of Cession, 

when Russia ceded its interests in Alaska to the United 
States, is this year. Governor Walker proclaimed 2017 the 
Alaska Year of History and Heritage. The Alaska Historical 
Commission and the Office of History and Archaeology 
are working with partners on commemoration events and 
educational materials.

One of the signature events, 150 Reasons We Love Alaska, 
is a magazine that will be printed and distributed by Alaska 
Dispatch News. It will include 150 illustrated essays of 150 
words or less written by 150 Alaskans describing why they 
love Alaska. The essays might be about Alaska’s scenery and 
wildlife, great recreational opportunities and special events, 
unique history and rich Native cultures, and special people and 
organizations—but these are just suggestions. If you would 
like to see your essay featured in this compilation, submit it to  
gov.alaska150@alaska.gov by mid-February.

The Office of History and Archaeology and the 
Interpretation and Education program have completed an 
eight-banner travelling exhibit about Alaska in the 1860s 
for the commemoration. It is available for community 
organizations, libraries, schools—even Alaska State Parks 
offices—to borrow and display. Images of the banners and 
details on getting them for exhibit are at http://dnr.alaska. 
gov/parks/oha/designations/150Anniversary. Please help 
spread the word about their availability!

A calendar of commemorative events is on the Alaska 
Historical Society website www.alaskahistoricalsociety.org. 
To have an activity added to the list, information should be 
sent to members@alaskahistorialsociety.org. 

Volunteer Accolades

Volunteer Jane Burrill displays her painted scenes on public use cabin 
journals. Rodney and Jane Burrill have been instrumental in getting the new 
public use cabins readied for the public and assisting Ranger Chris Love with 
winter operations throughout the park.

A hearty thanks goes out to volunteers Rodney and Jane Burrill at Denali 
State Park! After campground hosting for two summers in the park, the 
Burrills decided to stay all winter at the new K’esugi Ken Ranger Station. 
Above: Volunteer Rodney Burrill helps with trail grooming on Byers Lake.

150th Anniversary banners on display 

http://www.alaskastateparks.org/store
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/designations/150Anniversary
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New Public Use Cabins!
Alaska State Parks stayed busy last year building new 

public use cabins. Denali State Park has three new cabins 
located in South Denali at the K’esugi Ken Campground. 
Chugach State Park finished a new cabin near Eklutna Lake 
and two more are scheduled to be completed this summer. 
And last but not least, Chena River State Recreation Area 
recently opened its ninth public use cabin. These new cabins 
are now available for renting. Alaska residents can reserve 
public use cabins in Alaska State Park units up to seven 
months in advance of their first night’s stay. 

Denali State Park Area
The Hunter and Tokosha cabins sleep six and can be rented 

for up to five consecutive nights at $75 per night.
The Denali Public Use Cabin sleeps eight and is also 

available for up to five consecutive nights. This cabin 
features more amenities and costs $100 per night to rent. It 
is only available for rent from October 1 through April 30, 
as it serves as a camp host cabin between May and October. 

Chugach State Park
The Kokanee Public Use Cabin rents for $60 per night, 

sleeps six, and can be rented for up to three consecutive 
nights. The cabin can only be accessed via Eklutna Lake. 

Two additional cabins near Eklutna Lake are under 
construction and will be available later this year. The Dolly 
Varden Public Use Cabin will be available at $95 per night, 
and the Rainbow Trout Public Use Cabin will cost $65 per 
night to rent.

Chena River State Recreation Area
The Granite Tors Public Use Cabin sleeps four and can 

be rented for up to five consecutive nights at $45 per night.

Granite Tors Public Use Cabin

Mat-Su Area
The Mat-Su maintenance crew recently finished the walls 

and roof of the new cabin located in the Nancy Lake State 
Recreation Area, creating a dry space to work in through the 
winter. The work was completed just in time, too, as the recent 
-20°F cold wave would have made for very difficult working
conditions. The Rhein Lake cabin is the last of five cabins built
as part of this project. The cabin will be fully ADA compliant
and road-accessible in summer. It is scheduled for completion
in May.

Workers Vic Stanculescu and Dustin Knapp finish the roofing work 
for the Rhein Lake Public Use Cabin on a cold day.

Hunter Cabin in Denali State Park with views of the Alaska Range

Kokanee Public Use Cabin in Chugach State Park
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Northern News

Following a series of burglaries at the Fairbanks DNR maintenance yard, 
surveillance cameras were installed. Thanks to the detective work of the 
Alaska State Troopers, several people have been arrested in connection to 
the burglaries. 

Fairbanks received a whopping 15 inches of snow just before New Year’s 
Day. Many cabin renters opted for cabin credits rather than risk getting 
stranded on the trail that weekend. It took nearly a week to get the trails and 
trailheads plowed out and groomed. 

The park concessionaire at Rika’s Café and Gift shop will continue operations 
this year. This is great news for those stopping by to enjoy the historical 
exhibits and sample the great food at Big Delta State Historical Park. Last 
year, 100 tour buses visited for lunch and a tour of the facilities. 

Work continues on bank stabilization at Big Delta SHP near Delta Junction. 
The Alaska Office of History and Archaeology is committing $100,000 of its 
2016 Historic Preservation Fund monies to the erosion control project that 
will help protect the Big Delta Historic District, which is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. The project has generated $212,000, but an 
additional $100,000 is needed to complete 250 feet of streambank  
erosion repairs.

Birch Lake State Recreation Site 
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Larry Wilde wearing the first park ranger uniform at Big Lake.

Larry Wilde, First Mat-Su/Copper 
Basin Area Superintendent

In late December, Larry Wilde passed away in the Palmer 
Senior Center. Larry hailed from Utah where he got a degree in 
forestry and wildlife. He then enlisted with the Army Air Corps 
and became a WWII pilot. He flew 25 successful bombing 
missions over Germany and served in Korea and Vietnam 
before retiring in the early 1970s as a colonel. 

An avid hunter, Larry was drawn to Alaska. He was hired by 
DNR Lands around 1972 to clean campgrounds from Palmer 
to Glennallen.

When the Alaska Division of Parks was created, he became 
the first superintendent of the newly created Mat-Su/Copper 
Basin Area. He hired three seasonal rangers to take care of his 
parks including, Mike Lee at Nancy Lake State Recreation 
Area, and Dave Johnston at the new Denali State Park. He and 
his family lived at what is now the Finger Lake Office. 

In 1974, he hired Dennis Heikes to be the Copper Basin 
“garbage ranger” (drove a garbage truck) and Dave Porter as 
the ranger at Finger Lake. Larry oversaw a rapid expansion 
of the Mat-Su area in terms of staffing. The Denali State Park 
ranger moved his work into a pickup (at the time there was no 
ranger station to work out of) and acquired a maintenance crew 
of two once the Byers Lake Campground opened in 1974. Mike 
Lee also got a crew of two when the South Rolly Campground 
opened in 1974. Additionally, a seasonal facility maintenance 
crew of four went everywhere from Denali State Park to the 
Copper Basin painting, repairing, etc. There was also a year-
round clerk at the Finger Lake Office.

Another change that Larry oversaw was the transition 
of ranger jobs from basically being janitors to being law 

enforcement rangers. In the early 1980s, Larry and his family 
moved out of the Finger Lake Office when the first ranger, 
Alex Connors, was hired for Independence Mine State 
Historical Park. Kepler Bradley SRA (now called Matanuska 
Lakes SRA) was created and Hatcher Pass lands became 
Parks’ responsibility. Larry wasn’t always happy with the 
new responsibilities. At times, he didn’t see eye to eye with 
the director’s office and didn’t like playing politics. However, 
his superiors relied on his honest opinions.

Larry retired in 1985. He also played an important role as 
a Mormon Bishop in the community and was a Scoutmaster 
for many years.

Nuyakuk Lake is the largest lake in Wood-Tikchik State Park and 
is often the last to freeze due to its sheer size. This year, early 
January brought cold temperatures and ice finally filled in all the 
open leads.

Wood-Tikchik State Park
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Icy trail conditions in the Starrigavan Estuary

First Day Hikes in Alaska State Parks

“Tree people” had their eyes on the trail at Quartz Lake, adding 
to the festive mood. Here, Gabe Pease-Madore and daughter 
McKenna stop to greet a tree person.

Quartz Lake State Recreation Area
The knee-deep fresh snow and warm, 20°F temperatures greeted 

the 75 hikers at the Farthest North First Hike at Quartz Lake State 
Recreation Area. Delta Boy Scout Troop 56 hosted a warming fire 
near the trailhead. Delta residents of all ages laced up ski boots, 
strapped on snowshoes, or donned heavy warm boots to trek to 
the rustic, historic Glatfelder Cabin. This cabin was originally 
constructed by homesteader and tool and die maker Charlie 
Glatfelder in 1956. It was reconstructed by Alaska State Parks staff 
and volunteers in 1998 and 1999. 

While at the cabin, hikers shared tasty treats, friendly camaraderie, 
and penned six-word autobiographies. A few rugged snowshoers 
broke open the trail for others to climb over the ridge, and continue 
on the trail to Lost Lake Campground. Each year, Delta Junction 
Trails Association enjoys being able to support Alaska State Parks 
with the First Day Hike tradition of starting the year by connecting 
communities with the outdoors. 
Quartz Lake event photos courtesy of Cindy Lou Aillaud

Some of the many hikers who participated in the First Day Hike sponsored by 
Delta Junction Trails Association and Alaska State Parks at Quartz Lake SRA.

Sitka Area
The First Day Hike event in Sitka was well advertised 

with the local newspaper and the public radio including a 
public service announcement about it going out three times 
a week, or so. Though the weather was beautiful and sunny 
with temperatures around 25°F, the sun doesn’t shine on 
the Mosquito Cove Trail, which goes from Starrigavan 
Recreation Area to Old Sitka State Historical Park and back, 
until the afternoon and the gates were closed due to icy trail 
conditions.

Continued on Page 7

Steve McCombs prepares to hit the trail again after a social break 
at the Glatfelder Cabin in Quartz Lake SRA.
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Ranger Don Barber Retires
With a distinguished career that spanned over 34 seasons working for 

the Alaska Department of Natural Resources on the Kenai Peninsula, 
Ranger Don Barber retired from public service in December. Don began 
his career with DNR working as a Forestry Technician for the Division 
of Forestry in Soldotna in 1982. In 1984, he was hired as a Natural 
Resources Technician with the Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation, 
and in May 1985, was promoted to a Park Ranger I. Don spent a short 
time early in his career working in the Kasilof area state parks, but he 
spent most of his career working in the Kenai River Special Management 
Area as the upper river ranger.

Don developed extensive knowledge of the Kenai River during his 
time with the division. He was a true professional park ranger and was 
extremely dedicated to the protection and management of the Kenai 
River Special Management Area. He will be missed by his colleagues. 

We wish him the best in retirement! Ranger Don Barber
Photo courtesy of Alaska State Parks volunteer Bob Angell

Continued from Page 6

Sitka Area (continued)
Most participants used their grippers for the hike, especially 

the muskeg portion of it. Seven people showed up initially, 
and during the hike the group met up with six others going 
the opposite direction on the loop who intended to participate 
in the First Day Hike. The group did the ocean-side loop and 
called it a day. 

The organizer, Jeff Budd, also did the Muskeg Loop, 
which was icy on the boardwalk through the muskeg part, but 
beautiful. He said, “I probably saw 30 to 40 others out there 
in that time period, walking the kids and dogs and doing the 
annual bird count. What a great way to start the year.”

Homer Area
Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board member Willy 

Dunne has organized the First Day hikes at Eveline State 
Recreation Site in Homer for multiple years. This year, warm 
weather, excellent snow, and great company made the event 
especially enjoyable. With dogs on the grill, plenty of hot 
cocoa, deserts donated by Two Sisters Bakery, and a hunk of 
brie cheese warming over the fire, there wasn’t a better way 
to start the new year. 

Thanks to the volunteer efforts from the members of the 
Kachemak Nordic Ski Club, the guided ski and snowshoe 
hikes were a big hit with the estimated 45 people who 
participated. The suggested donation of five dollars to cover 
the cost of food provided by the Friends of Kachemak Bay 
State Park raised over $100 of additional revenue for the 
Friends organization. These funds are used to help support 
the Homer area state parks. 

Kachemak Bay area state parks Ranger Jason Okuly said, 
“I am feeling very blessed for all the community support.”

Some of Sitka’s First Day Hike participants (L-R) Jeff Budd, Peter Apathy, 
Deb Miller, and Carole Knuth

The snowshoe group begins its First Day hike at Eveline SRS

First Day Hike participants gather near a picnic table for some socializing 
around goodies at Eveline SRS.

www.alaskastateparks.org

