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K’esugi Ken Campground Grand Opening

Staff, former staff, and partners at the ribbon-cutting ceremony include (L-R) former Landscape Architect Bill Evans; former DPOR Director Ben 
Ellis; DNR Deputy Commissioner Ed Fogels; Mat-Su/Copper Basin Superintendent Wayne Biessel; Mat-Su Borough Manager John Moosey; 
Ranger Chris Love; Mat-Su Convention & Visitors Bureau Bonnie Quill; former Chief of Design and Construction Mike Seidl; Ethan, Rys (Chief of 
Design and Construction), and Audrey Miranda; Project Manager Luke Randall; Holland-America Princess Representative Steve Zadra; and DPOR 
Acting Director Matt Wedeking. 

 
The long-anticipated K’esugi Ken Campground in Denali State 
Park, part of the South Denali project, officially opened to the public 
for Memorial Day weekend! Four years ago, the groundbreaking 
ceremony took place, and since then, the complex has grown to 
include tent and RV camping, public-use cabins, an interpretive 
center, and hiking trails for all ages and abilities. 
The ribbon-cutting ceremony took place on May 26 with about 60 

attendees, despite the threat of snow and rain. Guests were treated 
to a barbeque lunch after the ceremony and mingled in the new 
interpretive center. Many thanks to State Parks staff who have 
helped make this a reality and the many partners who assisted 
with the event, including the Mat-Su Borough, Holland-America 
Princess, Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge, and Turkey Red. 
By the end of the weekend, the campground was full of happy 

campers. The new LUKE II pay station recorded 55 transactions 
for the weekend, totaling about $2,500 in revenue. The complex is 
off to a great start!

Aerial view of the public-use cabins and ranger station 

People 
explore 
the new 
K’esugi Ken 
Interpretive 
Center.

Staff, partners, 
and members of 
the public attend 
the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony while 
DNR Deputy 
Commissioner Ed 
Fogels speaks. 
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#ThisParkMatters
Are you following Alaska State Parks on social media? 

If not, you should be! Each month, we highlight a new 
park or topic as  part of our #ThisParkMatters campaign, 
and post relevant events, news articles, and fun facts about 
happenings in Alaska State Parks. Our Instagram account 
has reached almost 500 followers. Help us meet this 
milestone! Since May was Historic Preservation Month, 
we highlighted State Historical Parks and Sites. Many 
followers shared their experience working and recreating 
in the parks, and expressed surprise at the extensive 
history behind many of these sites. June is World Oceans 
Month, so we are highlighting our many State Marine 
Parks. July is Picnic Month and we will be illustrating the 
State Recreation Sites, campgrounds, and parks that make 
great picnic spots across the state. Share photos of your 
picnics and adventures with us by tagging us and using 
#AKStateParks! 

    www.facebook.com/AlaskaStateParks/

       www.instagram.com/akstateparks/ 

    @AlaskaStParks

Haines Area Celebrates Police Week
Ranger Travis Russell participated in the Haines Police 

Week activities in late May. He was the first to go in the 
dunk tank at the carnival for kids, held at the Haines 
Emergency Services Building, organized by the Haines 
Police Chief’s wife, Candice Scott. Haines Police Chief 
Heath Scott went in the dunk tank in his dress uniform, 
which drew a large crowd. Ranger Russell’s uniform was 
less formal, but much more practical consisting of tactical 
shorts, sandals and the uniform shirt for a Friday. Haines 
Officer Brayton Long and Dispatcher Max Juci also took 
a shift on the dunk tank during the carnival. By the end of 
the event, the dunk tank was not so clean, because it filled 
with donuts, muffins, band-aids, and fake mustaches. It 
was a good thing Ranger Russell went first!

Ranger Travis Russell atop the dunk tank at the Haines Police Week carnival. 

Salmon Celebration at Johnson Lake
The Salmon Celebration was held at Johnson Lake in early 

May. About 1,050 students from 19 different schools across the 
Kenai Peninsula attended. Mrs. McKinley and Mrs. Selden’s 
classes from Sterling Elementary were student helpers for the 
event. State Parks staff prepared the park and interacted with 
students during this event hosted by the Department of Fish 
and Game. In addition to Fish and Game staff, volunteers from 
14 other organizations had a total of 28 different educational 
activities set up throughout the campground.  Some of these 
activities included Fish and Game’s William Jack Hernandez 
Sport Fish Hatchery truck (rainbow trout stocking), animal 
track identification, animal hides and skulls, stream flow 
demonstrations and water quality sampling, aquatic invasive 
species, fire prevention, fly rod and spin casting, boating 
safety, waterfowl identification, animal scat identification, fish 
and wildlife regulations, knot tying, proper catch and release 
techniques, and salmon anatomy.

Above: Students participate in one 
of the many educational activities 
held at the Salmon Celebration.

Below: Students 
learn to identify 
animal scat at 
the Salmon 
Celebration.
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Alaska Veterans Memorial Hosts 
Rolling Thunder for Memorial Day

In addition to opening a brand-new campground during 
Memorial Day weekend, the Denali State Park crew worked at 
the annual Veterans Memorial service at the Alaska Veterans 
Memorial. A procession with over 200 motorcycles with 
Rolling Thunder roared in with Senator Lisa Murkowski and 
U.S. Secretary of Interior Dan Zinke at the head of the pack. 
Rolling Thunder is an organization dedicated to publicizing 
the Prisoner-of-War/Missing-in-Action issue and works to 
“correct the past and to protect the future Veterans from being 
left behind.”
Governor Bill Walker also dropped in on the Alaska Army 

National Guard’s UH-60L Blackhawk helicopter from the 
1/207th Aviation Battalion and spent several hours mingling 
with the crowd. Ranger Chris Love was the Governor’s escort 
for the event. Park Specialist Justin Dipaola-Allen and Ranger 
Drew McElvain assisted with keeping the public away from 
the helicopter. A hearty kudos goes out to the Denali State 
Park crew!

Ranger Chris Love escorts Governor Bill Walker to the Veterans 
Memorial Service. Photo Courtesy Office of the Governor

Members of Rolling Thunder and elected officials take part in the Memorial 
Day service at the Alaska Veterans Memorial.  
Photo Courtesy Office of the Governor

Park Specialist Justin Dipaola-Allen and Ranger Drew McElvain guard 
the helicopter that the Governor arrived on at the Alaska  
Veterans Memorial. 

SCORP on a Budget
During the first week of May, Jean Ayers spoke at a national 

conference hosted by the Society of Outdoor Recreation 
Professionals. As grants administrator for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) program, Jean is responsible for, 
periodically updating the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP). 
The focus of this half-day session was “SCORP on a 

Budget.” Jean joined a panel with speakers from Arizona 
and Arkansas who shared how each state updated their plans. 
With $60,000 and the help of social scientist, Doug Whitaker, 
the Design and Construction Interpretation and Education 
team, and Diane Houston, the State of Alaska created North 
to the Future, a SCORP which will guide LWCF priorities 
for funding outdoor recreation projects through the next five 
years. To check it out, just click http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/
scorpCover photo for North to the Future: Alaska’s Statewide Comprehensive 

Outdoor Recreation Plan 2016-2021. 

http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/scorp
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/scorp
http://dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/plans/scorp/NorthTotheFuture_AlaskasSCORP2016-2021SMALL.pdf 
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Chilkat State Park 
Campground Rehabilitation

This May, Chilkat State Park campground was 
refurbished with help from a Land and Water 
Conservation Fund grant. Earlier this year, the 
Alaska State Parks Design & Construction Section 
solicited bids and awarded a contract to Southeast 
Road Builders. The contractor removed overgrown 
vegetation and filled large dips and potholes across 
32 campsites. In addition, a new layer of aggregate 
was placed on campground roads, drive-throughs, 
and picnic spots to improve surface and drainage 
areas. Excavators, skid steers, compactors, and 
hauling trucks were utilized to remove grubbed 
materials, then haul in, place, and compact new 
surface aggregate. The gravel entrance road to 
the campground was also lightly graded and 
compacted to smooth the driving surface into the 
park for all users.

 
Vegetation is 
grubbed from 
Campsite 
#1 in Chilkat 
State Park 
campground.

 
Campsite #1 is graded and compacted. 

 
Campsite #1 is complete with final aggregate 
compacted. 

Campsite #9 before rehabilitation Campsite #9 after rehabilitation

Annual Crow Pass 
Trail Assessment

The Chugach State Park trails 
team completed its annual log-out 
and inventory of the Crow Pass 
Trail! The group cleared over 20 
trees from the trail, and assessed 
and prioritized future projects. 
The crew gathered a bounty of 
trash along the trail. They enjoyed 
great weather and had a good time 
all around. It was a great way to 
kick off the summer trail season. 
Chugach State Park staff were 
joined by BLM Iditarod Trail 
Administrator, Kevin Keeler and 
former Chugach Park Specialist, 
Blaine Smith.

Left: Fording Eagle River on the Crow Pass 
Trail are Natural Resource Technician Sean 
Cook (L) and Chugach State Park Advisory 
Board Member and Iditarod National Historic 
Trail Administrator (BLM) Kevin Keeler (R).

Right: Carrying out trash they collected on 
the Crow Pass Trail are Park Specialist Joe 
Hall (L) and volunteer Blaine Smith (R).
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Big Delta SHP  
Riverbank Stabilization

Alaska State Parks, Design and Construction Section 
completed a project to restore and stabilize approximately 
200 linear feet of riverbank on the Tanana River located 
within Big Delta State Historical Park. A winter ice jam 
and subsequent flooding caused much of the riverbank 
and its vegetation to be destroyed and was threatening the 
McCarty Telegraph Station complex, a registered historic 
landmark. 
The restoration and stabilization technique used a 

combination of a bioengineered system (root wads, brush 
layering, and willow staking) and hard armoring (rip rap) 
like that found just downstream of the project site. The 
hybrid system has a proven track record of success. Project 
Engineer Rangell Soriano worked on both the design and 
construction administration of this work. Arctic Terra, LLC 
from Anchorage constructed the project. 
Project funding was provided by multiple sources 

including: public support from Fund Your Park, a 
crowdfunding platform that was generously supported 
by residents and businesses (details at http://www.
fundyourpark.org/campaign/detail/4717); a federal Historic 
Preservation Fund Grant from the State Office of History 
and Archeology; and deferred maintenance funding from 
the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.  

Riverbank erosion is shown prior to repair. The McCarty Telegraph Station 
complex can be seen nearby.

The riverbank at Big Delta SHP as seen after remediation.

Wear Your Life Jacket to Work Day
Alaskans joined the Office of Boating Safety to promote safe boating behavior by wearing their life jackets to work on Friday, 

May 19, and shared their photos on social media. 
The annual “Wear Your Life Jacket to Work Day” event was the public kickoff for Safe Boating Week in Alaska, which ran from 

May 20-26. Participants posted their photos on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/akboatsafety/ or Instagram using #AKBoat 
and #SafeBoating. 
The goal of this event is to raise awareness of the versatility and comfort of modern life jackets. Boating is a way of life in Alaska,  

but every year several people die in boating accidents. Five out of six boating fatalities in Alaska are cold-water immersion related 
drownings, following a vessel capsizing or swamping, being ejected, or a fall overboard. Nine out of ten who died were not 
wearing a life jacket. Wearing a life jacket is the simplest way to prevent drowning in a boat accident.  
Safe Boating Week focuses on the importance of boaters being “rescue-ready” during the boating season: 1.) Wear a life jacket 

when in an open boat or on deck. 2.) Carry emergency 
communication and distress signaling devices on 
their person. 3.) Attach an engine cut-off switch if 
equipped. 4.) Have a means to re-board the boat.
“Alaska waters are cold. Even on calm, sunny, warm, 

clear blue-sky days, a cold-water immersion event 
can be deadly. While it is the law for persons under 
the age of 13, everyone should commit to always 
wearing a life jacket regardless of experience or 
swimming ability when in an open boat or on deck,” 
said State Boating Law Administrator Jeff Johnson.
The Office of Boating Safety works to promote 

safe, and enjoyable boating. Additional resources for 
boaters can be found at www.alaskaboatingsafety.org Wear Your Life Jacket to Work Day participants pose for a photo outside the Atwood 

Building in Anchorage.

http://www.fundyourpark.org/campaign/detail/4717
http://www.fundyourpark.org/campaign/detail/4717
https://www.facebook.com/akboatsafety/
http://www.alaskaboatingsafety.org


Page—6Eagle Watch—June 2017

Alaska State Parks and local organizations celebrated 
National Trails Day by participating in the following 
guided hikes and trail projects over the weekend of  
June 2-4. 

Kachemak Bay State Park
We would like to give a big shout out to the 73 volunteers 

who came together to celebrate National Trails Day in 
Kachemak Bay State Park. These volunteers spent the 
day and, in some cases, the night, across the bay, with a 
combined 485 man-hours of hiking, cleaning beaches, 
working on campsites, replacing trail signs, re-routing a 
trail, and brushing and clearing several trails. 

A collaboration between Alaska State Parks’ Homer office 
and Friends of Kachemak Bay State Park, the National 
Trails Day events were a success due to the dedication of 
enthusiastic volunteers, as well as the support of many local 
businesses. 

Thanks to Coops Coffee, Friends of National Wildlife 
Refuges, Homer Cycling Club, Homer Chamber of 
Commerce, Safeway, and Save-U-More, for donating items 
for the volunteer check-in and welcome party at Seafarer’s 
Memorial. A very special thank you goes to the following 
businesses for donating their transportation services to 
shuttling our volunteers across the bay: Ashore Water 
Taxi, Bay Excursions, Beluga Air, Blue Too Water Taxi, 
Coldwater Taxi, Homer Ocean Charters, Jackson Marine, 
Mako’s Water Taxi, Out West Transport & Freight, Red 
Mountain Marine, Sea Horse Ventures, and True North 
Kayak Adventures. 

Do you love the trails in Kachemak Bay State Park? Thank 
a volunteer! Be a volunteer! If you missed National Trails 
Day, Alaska State Parks will be hosting weekly work parties 
in the park and we’re always looking for volunteers to join 
us. Thanks again to everyone for their energy, enthusiasm 
and efforts this past weekend!

Hikers celebrate National Trails Day by hiking to Grewingk Glacier with guide 
Taz Tally, author of 50 Hikes on Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula, Front Row (L-R): 
Jim Hansen, Denise Hansen, Carter Woodhead, Jackson Woodhead, Jasmine 
Woodhead, Conrad Woodhead; Middle Row: Laurie Linden, Michael Linden, 
Nancy Schrag, Cedric Boisman, Taz Tally, Kim Moore, Jacob Moore, Treydon 
Moore, Terry Smith; Back Row: Arena White, Logan Manser, Dimitri White, 
Andrew Moore, Jen Tarnacki, Shane Allen. Photo by Christina Whiting

Volunteers Janet Klein and Carol Harding clean Glacier Spit beaches. 
Photo by Christina Whiting

Hikers celebrate Trails Day with a guided hike to the glacier.  
Photo by Christina Whiting

Alaska State Parks and Partners Host National Trails Day Events

Continued on Page 7

New trailhead register built and installed at Chugachik. Photo by Dave Brann
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Alaska State Parks Trails Day Events (cont.)
Continued from Page 6

Volunteer Work on Middle Fork Trail 
Chugach State Park

Alaska State Parks and Alaska Trails sponsored a volunteer 
trail work day to help reroute a portion of the Middle Fork of 
Campbell Creek Trail. The trail is being rerouted to bypass 
a long, muddy, and dilapidated section. Volunteers cut in a 
new sustainable trail on a slope and installed boardwalks 
and turnpikes through boggy sections. 

Guided Donnelly Dome Hike near 
Delta Junction

The Delta Junction Trails Association, with support 
from Alaska State Parks, sponsored an annual guided 
hike of Donnelly Dome. The first few people to arrive at 
the meeting location saw a small herd of caribou moving 
through the area. The 60-degree, sunny and slightly 
breezy day beckoned 30 participants, half adults and half 
children, to join the group, and some even learned about 
geocaching as one member located a geocache near the 
top of the trail.

Volunteer and former Park Ranger Roger MacCampbell clears brush 
on the Sadie Knob trail in Kachemak Bay State Park.

Judy and Elin Hicks and Jen Brandt enjoy the view at the top of Donnelly 
Dome during Delta Junction’s National Trails Day.

Volunteer Rowan Biessel helps build and install a new 
outhouse at Kayak Beach in Kachemak Bay State Park. 
Photo by Josiah McDonald

Michelle Trainor hikes Donnelly Dome during Delta Junction’s National Trails 
Day.

Olivia Morley and Brandy Baker hike Donnelly Dome for Delta Junction’s 
National Trails Day. Continued on Page 8
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Curry Ridge Trail Work Day in  
Denali State Park

A total of 28 volunteers and Alaska State Parks’ staff hiked the 
Curry Ridge Trail and worked diligently to construct 500 feet of 
new trail and make improvements to other parts of the trail. Rather 
than staring off at clear skies and incredible views, the mostly 
untrained volunteer crew completed an impressive amount of 
work with pulaskis, rakes, and finishing tools. Natural Resource 
Technician, Carter Forney says there was more than a trail built 
that day—there was new publicity about Alaska State Parks and 
Curry Ridge Trail, new friendships, future trail advocates and 
volunteers, and maybe even some recruits for next season’s trail 
crew! The crew finished the day with a potluck-style BBQ at the 
new K’esugi Ken Interpretive Center. 

Fairbanks Multi-agency Trail Volunteer 
Training and Work Session

The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Bureau of Land Management, and the 
Fairbanks REI store sponsored a two-part event for National 
Trails Day. In the morning, people were invited to a workshop 
at REI, led by Christine Byl with Interior Trails, to learn about 
sustainable trail design and how to become a local volunteer. 
In the afternoon, a hands-on training and trail work session, led 
by Interior Trails, took place at Skyline Ridge Park. Seward Area Self-led Hikes and  

Community Celebration
The Seward Iditarod Trail Blazers and the Iditarod Historic Trail 

Alliance encouraged people to get out on the trails around Seward 
on June 3, especially the bike path through town. It is, after all, 
the first mile of the Iditarod National Historic Trail. The following 
day, the two organizations celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the 
completion of Seward’s bike path. The celebration, held at Branson 
Pavilion, included a birthday cake and other refreshments, as well 
as a continuous showing of a video about the history of the Iditarod 
Trail. There were also children’s activities and an opportunity for 
participants to become members.

(Even More!) Alaska State Parks Trails Day Events
Continued from Page 7

The birthday cake celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Seward’s 
bike path for National Trails Day

Volunteers receive a briefing before work begins on the Curry Ridge Trail.

Volunteers and staff pose for a group photo on the Curry Ridge Trail with 
Denali in the background. 

Volunteers work on the Curry Ridge Trail for National Trails Day.
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Group Hike on Red Shirt Lake Trail in  
Nancy Lake State Recreation Area

Alaska State Parks, the Mat-Su Trails and Parks 
Foundation, Friends of State Parks, Mat-Su, and Willow 
Trail Committee, sponsored a group hike on Red Shirt Lake 
Trail in Nancy Lake State Recreation Area for National Trails 
Day. About 20 people attended the event and hiked to Red 
Shirt Lake. At the lake, there was an interpretive naturalist 
display, bird talk, and Dutch oven cooking potluck. 

Alaska State Parks Trails Day Events
Continued from Page 8

Isaac Hoke, Erin Quinn, and Tina Owen set up for a naturalist talk at Red 
Shirt Lake for National Trails Day.

“Goldie” the hawk, is being handled by Nancy Wade with the Alaska 
WildBird Rehabilitation Center, for a presentation at Red Shirt Lake on 
National Trails Day.

National Trails Day participants mingle at the potluck after hiking Red 
Shirt Lake Trail.

A Poetic Rescue
The Kodiak District staff were surprised 

this spring when one of the recently 
installed “Poems in Place” displays 
was reported missing from its home on 
the wildflower trail. Rangers thought 
it unlikely that the display would be 
recovered without any leads about the 
heist. Later, a more thorough inspection 
revealed that the display had been tossed 
downhill toward the cliffs below, but had 
caught in a ravine.  Upon this discovery, 
Ranger Preston Kroes and Natural 
Resource Technician Rodney Sutton, 
who both had extensive experience with 
climbing, jumped at the opportunity to 
retrieve the sign. After discussing safety 
protocols and plans, Rodney went down 
in harness and the display was recovered. 
The display was then reinstalled deeper in 
the ground and anchored with cement to 
make future mischief more difficult.

Left: Natural Resource Technician 
Rodney Sutton recovers the 
interpretive display that someone 
tossed down the cliff while Ranger 
Preston Kroes spots him. 

Ranger Kroes points out that the interpretive 
display is much deeper in the ground and 
embedded in cement to prevent future mischief.

Ranger Preston Kroes and Natural Resource 
Technician Rodney Sutton stand with the recovered 
interpretive display.
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The 2017 US Fish and Wildlife Service Alaska Regional Director’s 
“Outstanding Partner Award” goes to Ranger Dane Happ (R). Eric Taylor, the 
Chief of the USFWS Division of Migratory Bird Management says, “Ranger 
Happ exemplifies what is meant by a collaborative and supportive state-
federal agency partnership.” Ranger Happ has been assisting in a Goldeneye 
nesting ecology study in the Chena River State Recreation Area.

Northern News

Northern Area Citizens Advisory Board members held their May meeting at 
Rika’s Café and Gift Shop at Big Delta State Historical Park.

To help the 25-year old boiler at Rika’s Café, a Toyo stove was installed 
along with a fuel containment system, repurposed from State Parks’ 33-mile 
maintenance compound.

Spring break-up washed out the road at Olnes Pond in Lower Chatanika 
State Recreation Area. Maintenance worker Marty Schatz smoothed things 
out with a bobcat. A culvert will be installed next year during major  
renovation work. 

Marty Schatz made quick repairs to the damage at Olnes Pond.  
Great work Marty!
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Kenai River Clean-Up
The fourth annual Kenai River Cleanup was 

held May 11 - 12, 2017 and it was a huge success. 
Over 650 students from the Kenai Borough 
School District and Cook Inlet Academy cleaned 
up trash along the Kenai River at Izaak Walton, 
Bing’s Landing, Rotary Park, Centennial Park, 
Swiftwater Park, Soldotna Creek Park, Moose 
Meadows Access, Soldotna Visitors Center, and 
the Kenai River Center. The event collected over 
3,000 pounds of garbage and debris from the river 
and included community members and volunteers. 
In the last four years, this event has removed over 
12,500 pounds of garbage and debris from the 
Kenai River and recreation sites along the river.
This event would not have been possible 

without the partners, volunteers, and support of 
the community. Event chair Mark Glassmaker 
and committee members Keith Baxter and Cindy 
Glassmaker volunteered a significant amount of 
time to make this happen. 
Event partners included Kenai River Sportfishing 

Association, Kenai River Professional Guide 
Association, City of Soldotna Parks & Recreation 
Department, Alaska State Parks, Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge, Kenai Peninsula Borough School 
District, and Soldotna Chamber of Commerce. 
Sponsors and businesses that contributed to this 

event included A&L Construction, Alaska Fishing 
with Mark Glassmaker, Alaska Sea Life Center,  
Alaska USA Federal Credit Union, Alaska West 
Air, Arby’s, Batir Construction, Big Daddy’s 
Pizza, Blockbuster Video, Bub’s Pizza, Charlie 
Pierce Campaign, Charlotte’s Restaurant, Dairy 
Queen, Dale Bagley and Redoubt Realty, Elks 
USA- Soldotna Chapter, Everything Bagels, GF 
Sherman Signs, Homer Electric Association, 
Hutchings Auto Group, Jersey Subs, Jumpin 
Junction, Ken’s Alaska Tackle, Kenai Peninsula 
Republican Women, Kenai Riverbend Resort, 
Linda Hutchings Campaign, Magpie’s Pizza, 
Odie’s, Petco, Pizza Boys, River & Sea Marine, 
Safe Kids Kenai Peninsula, Safeway, Soldotna 
Professional Pharmacy, Soldotna Trustworthy 
Hardware & Fishing, Spenard Builders Supply, 
Sportsman’s Warehouse, Sweeney’s Clothing, The 
Moose is Loose, and Wilderness Way. 
Thank you to all the participants, volunteers, 

partners, and businesses that helped with this 
event!  It was a great success and helps to improve 
fish and wildlife habitat along the Kenai River.

Kenai/Prince William Sound area staff pose for a group photo at a spring 
meeting in May 2017. (L-R) Pam Russell, Jack Blackwell, LeAna Moore, Brad 
Garasky, Jacques Kosto, Eric Clarke, Jack Ransom, Andy Bacon, Melissa 
Smith, Joshua Taylor, Thomas Anthony, Tami Munson, Dave Perkins, Dave 
Soldavini, Brenda Ginter, Randall Bradford, Jacqui Erion, Dave Engholm, 
Jason Okuly.

Volunteers cleaning up the Kenai River.

Volunteers pause for a photo at the Kenai River Clean-Up.

Kenai/Prince William Sound Staff Meeting
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Kodiak Welcomes New Natural 
Resource Technician

Alexander Nicori III is the new Natural Resource 
Technician in Kodiak, helping to maintain 
Abercrombie, Buskin, and Pasagshak State Parks 
in Kodiak. He has a bachelor’s degree in fisheries 
biology with a minor in English from the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks. Alexander’s background 
includes working for the Alaska Department of 
Fish & Game Commercial Fisheries Division as 
a crew leader on various weirs on the Kuskokwim 
River, fish wheel technician for the Native Village 
of Eyak, fishery intern for the Kuskokwim Native 
Association, and a quartermaster for the United 
States Army National Guard. Alexander is an 
avid outdoorsman, enjoying both subsistence and 
recreational fishing, as well as hiking and camping.     

Alexander Nicori III is the new Natural Resource Technician in Kodiak. 

Friends of Kachemak Bay SP Annual  
Breakfast Fundraiser

“Two cakes, no oink, double cluck.” This was the order Ranger Brad Garasky 
called in to the kitchen during the Friends of Kachemak Bay State Park (KBSP) 
annual pancake breakfast held during the Shorebird Festival in Homer in early 
May. This event is a fundraiser and community outreach effort for the Friends of 
Kachemak Bay State Park and members of the advisory board and State Parks staff 
participate in this annually. The Friends solicit donations from local merchants to 
purchase and cook the food for breakfast, which includes all you can eat pancakes, 
sausage, and scrambled eggs. Breakfast is held annually on the Saturday morning 
of the Shorebird Festival at the Methodist Church in Homer.
This is a cooperative event and State Parks staff serve breakfast while the 

Friends greet people as they enter, and volunteers cook in the kitchen. This year’s 
event was a great success and 128 people showed up for breakfast and enjoyed 
visiting with the Friends while park rangers served them breakfast. This year, 
Rangers Jason Okuly, Brad Garasky, and Jacqui Erion served breakfast, while 
Superintendent Jack Blackwell and ACC Richard Dederick worked in the kitchen.
In case you aren’t sure what “two cakes, no oink, double cluck” means, it’s short 

for two pancakes, no sausage, double the scrambled eggs. 

Ranger Brad Garasky and Friends of Kachemak Bay 
State Park member Dave Brann take a break in  
the kitchen.

Park supporters gather for breakfast at the Homer 
Methodist Church. Look close and you will see retired 
District Ranger Roger MacCampbell in the audience.

Friends of KBSP Kris Holdreid and KBSP 
Advisory Board member Steve Schulze 
prepare fruit in the kitchen.

Friends of KBSP Amy Bright and KBSP 
Advisory Board member Glenn Green cook 
pancakes, sausage, and eggs. 

www.alaskastateparks.org

