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Ethan Tyler is Alaska State Parks’ New Director

 
Dear Eagle Watchers, 
It goes without saying that I am excited to take on the role as 
Director of the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation! Our 
state parks are a tremendous asset and economic driver for our 
communities. As a 17-year Alaskan I’ve traveled throughout the 
state and explored many of the amazing spots in the state park 
system with my family, and I have a lot more spots on my “need 
to get to” list. Alaska’s state parks have been interwoven into 
my years in Alaska and are important to all of us in our own 
individual way. I am honored to take on this post.

As we begin to button up some of our facilities this fall, and 
ready our park system for the winter season, two long-standing 
Park Superintendents put the finishing touches on their careers 
with State Parks and have retired this year. Mike Eberhardt 
left his post as Superintendent of the Southeast region this 
summer after an impressive 29-year career with Alaska State 
Parks, and Tom Harrison is retiring after 11 years as Chugach 
State Park Superintendent. We have been lucky to have Tom 
and Mike’s leadership in our parks. Both have overseen a wide 
range of programs and critical park improvements, have always 
been available to park patrons, and have been instrumental in 
successfully managing some of the state park system’s most 
utilized areas with minimal resources. I hope you’ll join me in 
wishing Tom and Mike happy trails. 

Thank you for the amazing welcome as the new director of 
Alaska State Parks this summer! As I become better acquainted 
with the operations and the intricacies of our state park system, 
I continue to be thankful for all the great people who utilize 
our parks and support them. Whether State Park employees, 
volunteers, the many members of our citizen advisory boards 
and Friends of State Parks groups, or those who do their best 
to get out and enjoy our State Parks, you make our park system 
something Alaskans can be proud of. Thank you! 
See you out there, 

Ethan Tyler
Director of  the Division of  Parks and Outdoor Recreation

Director Ethan Tyler spends a day in late July visiting the Kenai River 
Special Management Area. Superintendent Jack Blackwell and District 
Ranger Jacques Kosto provided Ethan with an orientation of the lower 
and middle sections of the Kenai River. Ethan’s visit took place as 
Alaskan residents and visitors fished for King and sockeye salmon, a 
peak use and visitation period on the river.

Alaska State Parks Director Ethan Tyler, Mat-Su Office of the Governor 
Director Sarah Heath, Mat-Su Superintendent Wayne Biessel, DNR 
Commissioner Andy Mack, and Park Specialist Hobbes Barber at 
Independence Mine State Historical Park

Independence Mine Tour

A Letter 
from the Director
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Kenai River Festival
The 27th Annual Kenai River Festival was held in June 
at the Soldotna Creek Park along the Kenai River. This 
annual event is sponsored by the Kenai Watershed Forum 
and celebrates and supports the Kenai River watershed. 
Alaska State Parks participated in the festival and offered 
an educational booth for kids to learn about habitat. 
Each kid had to “fish” for the essential components that 
animals on the Kenai River need such as food, shelter, 
and water. Once they completed the educational activity, 
each participant received a prize and a ticket to enter to 
win a fishing pole and reel combo. 

The event was a huge success. Almost 400 kids 
participated in the educational activities and many more 
kids and adults visited the booth. Ranger Melissa Smith 
coordinated this event and worked with State Parks 
volunteers Millie Harman, Jan Zimmerman, and Becky 
Kersey. They did an excellent job and the event was a 
success because of their efforts!

The Kenai River Special Management Area was 
established in 1984 to help protect fish and wildlife 
habitat along the Kenai River and this outreach effort 
helped to educate children about how important habitat is 
for fish and wildlife in the watershed.  

State Parks volunteer Jan Zimmerman helps kids “fish” for essential 
components that animals need to survive.

Kids “fish” at the State Parks booth.

Kasilof River Special Use 
Area Construction

In conjunction with the Division of Mining Land 
and Water, the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation completed a construction project to 
provide parking and safety improvements on 
the north side of the mouth of the Kasilof River. 
The existing beach and nearby wetlands were 
being damaged by heavy personal-use fishery 
traffic each summer. Staff developed a design 
based on information gathered through a public 
involvement phase and began construction in 
October of 2016. The site was fully operational 
prior to the popular public-use fishery season.

The site, previously undeveloped, now has 
a new parking lot with 46 RV stalls and 78 
vehicle parking stalls, a wildlife viewing deck, 
orientation kiosk, 0.75-miles of guardrail along 
the access road, a 2,000 linear-foot asphalt 
pedestrian pathway, a beach access road, and 
0.6 miles of dune fencing.

The Kasilof 
River Special 
Use Area is 
a popular 
place for the 
personal-use 
dipnet fishery.

 
Aerial views of the new construction at 
Kasilof River Special Use Area
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Volunteers Make Summer a Success at 
Wood-Tikchik State Park

The summer season in Wood-Tikchik State Park kept a 
handful of volunteers and the park’s only ranger very busy. 
Volunteers worked diligently to maintain Lake Aleknagik 
State Recreation Site, and some generously offered their time 
to assist with projects in remote areas of Wood-Tikchik State 
Park. 
Kara and Otto Nelson volunteered vacation time to paint the 

ranger station on Nuyakuk Lake. They were in Dillingham 
visiting Kara’s brother and appointed Junior Ranger Mike 
Weagley, who has been a key volunteer at Wood-Tikchik 
for several years. Handyman Otto also took it upon himself 
to install some really nice upgrades to the cabin that he 
fashioned from spare wood. The cabin looks great, thanks to 
these volunteer efforts. 
Retired Ranger Bill Berkhahn and his wife Patti volunteered 

again this year, manning the Agulukpak Ranger Station 
for part of the season. They both also assisted with remote 
projects—Bill cleaning up a dilapidated cabin site on Lake 
Chauekuktuli and Patti sealing the interior of the Nuyakuk 
Ranger Station. Marty and Annette Cordano also returned 
to finish out the season at the Agulukpak and really enjoyed 
their duties at the cabin as well as visiting with campers and 
fishermen. 
New Zealander Bindi Kerrison volunteered almost weekly at 

Lake Aleknagik State Recreation Site, cleaning, painting, and 
cutting brush. She was thrilled to assist Ranger Ali Eskelin with 
cleaning some remote campsites at Kulik Lake and prepping 
two boats that were abandoned within the wilderness area at 
Chikuminuk Lake for removal. She was also very excited to 
see a few bears on her flights in the park yelling, “BEAH! 
BEAH!” into the headset mic in her thick Kiwi accent. 
The reliable and hardworking volunteers at Wood-Tikchik 

stepped up this year to help with projects and were essential to 
keeping park operations running smoothly. Thank you! 

The Nuyakuk Ranger Station 
before it got a fresh coat of paint.

Kara and Otto Nelson show off the 
freshly painted Nuyakuk Ranger Station.

Annette 
Cordano 
works at the 
Nuyakuk 
Ranger 
Station.

Upgrades to the  
Curry Ridge Trail

The Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation recently completed 
improvements to the Curry Ridge Trail 
near the K’esugi Ken Campground. 
About 530 feet of trail were upgraded 
from a trail-dozed surface to a constructed 
embankment, a half mile of trail was 
surfaced with four inches of recycled 
asphalt, a 30-foot steel and timber 
bridge crossing the creek, and other park 
amenities were installed. The project 
began in early July and was completed by 
mid-August. The trail remained open to 
the public for the duration of construction.

A new bridge crosses the creek on the Curry 
Ridge Trail.

Project Engineer Rangell Soriano shows off the 
upgrades to the Curry Ridge Trail. In the background 
are Chief of Design and Construction Rys Miranda 
and Engineering Intern Dakota LaFramboise.

http://www.alaskastateparks.org/store
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Every year, the Alaska Office of Boating Safety’s team 
of instructors travel throughout rural Alaska teaching the 
Kids Don’t Float education program, Alaska Water Wise, 
adult cold water survival classes, and pool sessions for 
all ages of boaters. In addition to these classes, boating 
safety outreach efforts include health fairs, culture camps 
and special events (like the blessing of a traditional 
kayak) where instructors interact on a continuum, and 
hands-on skills are taught and practiced in a less formal 
atmosphere. 

One of the components of the education program 
is pool sessions. In-water classes are delivered in 
communities for adults and children with the support 
of various agencies, the U.S. Coast Guard, Alaska State 
Troopers, local fire and police departments, and elders 
and members of the communities. With minimal staff, 
the Office of Boating Safety leverages partnerships to 
deliver quality instruction aimed at increasing life jacket 
wear among all ages and encouraging other safe boating 
practices across the state. The Office of Boating Safety 
focuses on delivering programming to communities that 
request it, and that demand is constantly increasing. 

Kelli Toth, Education Specialist and spokesperson for 
the Alaska Office of Boating Safety explains, “We have 
seen a dramatic increase in requests from rural Alaska, 
particularly because of our networking and reputation 
for high quality instructors and relevant information. 
Knowledge is empowerment, and if more boaters 
understand how to prepare for and survive in cold water, 
more people will come home at the end of the day.”  

For more information on the education program call 
Kelli Toth at 907-269-6042, email Kelli.Toth@alaska.
gov, or visit http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/boating/kdf/
kdfhome.

Right: These statistics reflect the efforts of the Alaska 
Office Boating Safety staff and the support of many 
agencies and partners. There are several other agencies 
and partners who teach the information autonomously, 
their numbers are not included in this infographic.

The Alaska Office of Boating Safety Sends Safe Boating Messages 
Rippling Through Alaskan Communities

The Inupiaq “Float Coat Song” is Making 
Waves Across Alaska

The “Float Coat Song” was a project that began with the 
collaboration of the Alaska Office of Boating Safety, the Alaska 
Native Tribal Health Consortium, and the Kingkimiut Singers 
and Dancers of Anchorage. The song was written in Inupiaq to 
encourage everyone to wear a life jacket and, increase the chance 
of survival in the event of an immersion. The song has been 
shared at large community gatherings such as the Native Youth 
Olympics, training on the ANTHC Campus, and during education 
and outreach activities in rural communities across the state. 

The song, which recently received the Innovations Award from 
the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators, 
has also been shared at several out-of-state gatherings. When the 
U.S. Coast Guard performed the dance in Kaktovik a community 
member remarked, “I saw this at NYO,” demonstrating the extent 
of this song’s reach. Traditional Native song and dance combined 
with safety messaging promotes the importance of life jacket 
wear in Alaska. Some Alaska Native dances over 400 years old 
are still being shared today, and promoting a culturally relevant 
safety message with some potential longevity is exciting for all 
the partners involved. 

“The Float Coat Song” and “Origins of the Float Coat Song” 
can be viewed on the Alaska Boating Safety’s YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/AlaskaBoatingProgram.

This map outlines the activity for the past year’s rural 
activity where students and adults actively engaged in 
boating safety education.

Learn the dance

mailto:Kelli.Toth@alaska.gov
mailto:Kelli.Toth@alaska.gov
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/boating/kdf/kdfhome
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/boating/kdf/kdfhome
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fi4UX4yYqtc
https://www.youtube.com/user/AlaskaBoatingProgram
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Chugach State Park Volunteer Trail Project Summer Journal
Flattop & Middle Fork Trail Improvements
Trail season is in full swing in Chugach State Park! Park staff 
have been hosting a series of volunteer events on both the Middle 
Fork Trail and Flattop. The park partnered with Alaska Trails, 
an Anchorage based non-profit, to host these events. On Middle 
Fork, the park is rerouting a muddy section of trail by installing 
a bypass. On Flattop, the park has been working to build a new 
sustainable trail on the south side of the mountain. This project 
is in its second year and the park is now having volunteers come 
out to join the building process. The turnout for these events 
is a great sign of the public’s appreciation and willingness to 
invest in improving the park’s trail system. Events continued  
all summer.

Elsewhere in the park, the Student Conservation Association 
worked on the Turnagain Arm Trail, using it as a training project 
for its summer trail crews. They got a ton of work done throughout 
the week including two reroutes, turnpikes, a boardwalk, and even 
a rock staircase. A Student Conservation Association team member works on the 

Turnagain Arm Trail.

Volunteers work on the trail on the backside of Flattop.

The finished boardwalk on the Middle Fork Trail

Campbell Creek Trail Improvements
The Middle Fork of the Campbell Creek Trail in Chugach 
State Park recently saw even more improvements. Over 
the past 10 years, this trail has been a high priority in the 
park. Many years ago, hikers were treated to knee deep mud 
holes, ponds, and overly steep, eroding sections. Slowly, the 
park has been bringing this trail up to a sustainable standard. 
Accessed from the Glen Alps Trailhead, Middle Fork is one 
of the more popular trails in the park because it provides 
excellent access to the backcountry.

This year’s partnership with the Student Conservation 
Association put a trail crew out on Middle Fork Trail for 
three weeks. They repaired cracked sections of a major 
boardwalk, built 75 feet of additional boardwalk through 
a muddy section, and built 300 feet of contouring trail to 
replace a rapidly eroding section. REI also worked with 
SCA on a grant to help fund their time on the project. 
Thank you to all the partners involved in yet another major 
improvement on this important trail.

The SCA crew poses with former Park Specialist, Blaine Smith.
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Homer Area State Parks Summer Hikes
Grace Ridge Trail

On the Last Saturday Hike in July, 15 hikers of all ages 
and abilities from Homer and Anchorage, hiked the nine-
mile, 3,100-foot summit of Grace Ridge in Kachemak Bay 
State Park. Taz Tally, author of “50 Hikes in Alaska’s Kenai 
Peninsula,” and Homer area Alaska Conservation Corps 
Christina Whiting guided this hike, which is considered 
moderate to difficult, but with views well worth the effort.

Taz and Christina waxed poetic as they described the hike, 
“The day began with a light drizzle of rain and us spotting a 
sow and three bear cubs just before they darted off into the 
brush…meandering along the forest trail...[and] out onto the 
gently sloping path... We hiked up, up, up, cresting the first 
knob with its astounding views and sunny skies. 

“…we…scrambled the…loose-rock sections to the summit 
at 3,100 feet, where we were surrounded by swatches of 
lupine…and a few small patches of snow…“Slowly and 
deliberately, we [made] our way downward …as we noted 
the orange flagging and smooth trail sections where state 
park volunteers and staff recently worked on the trail. With 
quivering thighs, aching knees, and large smiles, we finally 
arrived at the…beach where our water taxi was waiting to 
transport us back to the harbor…” 

Blue Ice Trail
On the Last Saturday Hike in August, Taz guided eight 

hardy hikers who chose to hike despite a dreary weather 
forecast. Thankfully, the day turned out to be gorgeous. The 
group hiked the Blue Ice Trail, beginning on the Glacier Spit 
Trail, enjoying lunch at the glacier and popping back out at 
the spit to catch their water taxi, for a total of 15 miles and 10 
hours. When all was said and done, the group was tired, but 
full of smiles! Thanks to Karl Stoltzfus from Bay Excursions 
for providing the discounted water taxi fee for our hikers. 

One of the hikers, Christy Tyler, said, “… Hiking like that 
is like going to church for me. It renews me. It makes me feel 
gratitude for life. And it’s something I couldn’t or wouldn’t 
do alone because of bear fear and fear of getting lost. It was 
just beautiful!...”

Hikers celebrate reaching the first knob of the Grace Ridge Trail. (L-R)  
Taz Tally, Jen Tarnaki, Dave Place, Susan Oliver, Elaine Burgess, Francine 
Roberts, Melissa Elerick, Christy Tyler, Lawrence Radcliffe, Rachel Slabaugh, 
Kevin Walker, Clare Smith, Peter Johnson, Bud Johnson, Heather Johnson, 
Heather Anderson. Photo courtesy of Christina Whiting

Homer hiker 
Lawrence Radcliffe 
enjoys the view 
while ascending 
Grace Ridge.
Photo courtesy of 
Christina Whiting

ACC Christina Whiting leads Homer 
hikers to the first knob of the Grace 
Ridge Trail. Photo courtesy of 
Heather Johnson

Hikers pose for 
a photo during 
the Blue Ice 
Trail hike in 
August.

Homer hikers Francine Roberts 
(foreground) and Lawrence Radcliffe 
near the summit of Grace Ridge.
Photo courtesy of Christina Whiting

Hikers enjoy the view on the guided hike along the Blue Ice Trail.
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Kodiak Corner
A snapshot of summer in Kodiak area’s state parks

Kodiak Area State Parks staff assist the National Marine Fisheries Service 
enforcement with sampling and investigating a beached whale carcass in Middle 
Bay near Kodiak. Measurements, skin/blubber samples, and photographs are 
sent off to scientists who will attempt to determine the cause of death.

Kodiak Area State Parks staff work on repairs to a cabin 
on a newly acquired parcel of Afognak Island State Park in 
Discoverer Bay. The cabin will hopefully become available 
soon as Kodiak Area’s largest public-use cabin and will 
feature excellent saltwater access. The cabin site is 
approximately a quarter mile from Portage Creek, one of 
Afognak’s most popular fishing rivers, receiving returns of red 
and silver salmon and steelhead. The area is also popular for 
bear viewing, kayaking, and big game hunting.
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The Fairbanks Trail Crew are building a multiple-use trail system along the 
Chatanika River within Lower Chatanika River State Recreation Area. The 
trail system provides direct access to the river from Olnes Pond.

Northern News

The Granite Tors boardwalk in Chena River State Recreation Area is being 
replaced thanks to funding from the Recreational Trail Grant Program. This 
summer, 0.6 miles of boardwalk was replaced. 

Bureau of Land Management rangers teach State Park Ranger Dane Happ 
to operate power boats. Dane successfully completed the Department of 
Interior Motorboat Operator Certification Course this summer and is now 
ready to run the Chena River.

Superintendent Brooks Ludwig stops by the WAMCATS building after it was 
moved back to its historic location, following streambank erosion control 
efforts at Big Delta State Historical Park.

A new outhouse is being 
prepped for Chena Pump State 
Recreation Site in Fairbanks.

Alaska State Parks
Get Into 
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Alan & Crew: Archaeology in  
Alaska State Parks!

The Office of History and Archaeology’s Archaeological Survey 
Unit’s work this summer included projects at two Alaska State 
Park units. Archaeologist Alan DePew leads the ASU, which 
includes Historian Molly Conley, Archaeologist Tamara Holman, 
and Archaeologist Nicole Tozzi. 

In early June, the crew surveyed a portion of the Kasilof River 
Special Use Area where new parking facilities are planned 
for development. Later that same month, they conducted 
archaeological surveys at Mastodon, Compeau, and Upper Chena 
Dome trailheads in the Chena River State Recreation Area. These 
trailheads are slated for improvement projects such as new or 
enlarged parking areas, new toilet facilities, and upgraded trail 
markers. Nothing was found during either survey that will keep 
the projects from moving forward. With the archaeological 
survey clearance completed, the next steps can be taken to move 
these projects forward.

Office of History Archaeology Summer Special

“Saving Our Past: Alaska’s Historic Preservation Plan 2018-
2021” is out for review this fall. The new plan will guide 

preservation activities in the state. You can review the draft 
on OHA’s Historic Preservation Plan Update page at http://

dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/planning/hpplanupdate. Comments 
are needed by October 20. While there, add your favorite 

historic site to #ThisPlaceMatters Alaska! 

Shina DuVall, former Review and Compliance Coordinator for 
the Office of History and Archaeology

Archaeological testing at Kasilof River Special Use Area

Surveying Kasilof River Special Use Area 
(L-R) Colin Lyons, Alan DePew, Molly Conley, Tamara Holman.

Shina DuVall 
Review and Compliance Coordinator Shina DuVall left 
the Office of History and Archaeology in August. Shina 
moved to Alaska from Colorado to join OHA in June 
2011, and excelled at working with state and federal 
agencies on compliance with historic preservation 
laws. We wish Shina all the best in her new job at the 
Anchorage Museum! State Historic Preservation Plan

http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/planning/hpplanupdate
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/planning/hpplanupdate
http://soa-dnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=557602a72c064196bc919977affeeacf 
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Historic Curry Lookout  
Gets a Makeover

The Office of Design and Construction, in cooperation 
with the Office of History and Archeology, completed 
repairs to the Historic Curry Lookout, which is listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places. The Alaska 
Railroad built the hexagonal shelter atop Curry Ridge 
in 1923 at an elevation of 2,559 feet as a shelter for 
Curry Hotel patrons who rode horses or hiked to the 
ridge to take in the impressive views of Denali, the 
Talkeetna Mountains, and the Alaska Range.

Due to its exposed location and years of wind and 
snow weathering the structure, extensive repairs were 
needed to keep the lookout standing. The existing 
cable supports were hanging off the roof eaves and 
pulling down on the roof, the exterior walls were 
paper thin, and most of the windows were missing or 
beyond repair. 

H Construction from Palmer was contracted to 
complete the repairs. Working with Talkeetna Air 
Taxi, they completed most of the work last fall, 
except for the custom window fabrication. As of late 
June, the building has new siding, trim, and windows 
all constructed in accordance with the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. Denali State Park staff are now scouting 
and planning a trail that will connect the Curry 
Lookout with the newly built Curry Ridge Trail, 
originating at the K’esugi Ken Campground.

Left: Curry Lookout before repairs

Alaska State Parks staff pose for a photo during the final inspection of the Curry 
Lookout. (L-R) Architectural Historian Summer Rickman, Park Specialist Justin 
DiPaola-Allen, State Historian Jo Antonson, and Project Manager Luke Randall 

Two New Rangers Receive Commissions
Sam Braband and Mario Pagni successfully completed their field training in Fairbanks this summer and received their 
commissions. Sam is the new Fairbanks ranger and Mario is working at Hatcher Pass. Congratulations!

Right:  
Justin DiPaola-Allen 
checks out the Curry 
Lookout after repairs 
were completed.

Mario Pagni receives his commission from DNR Commissioner Andy Mack Sam Braband receives his commission from DNR Commissioner Andy Mack
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Southeast Area Superintendent  
Mike Eberhardt Retires

Mike Eberhardt retired from Alaska State Parks in June. Mike began working 
for the Division in 1988 as an Alaska Conservation Corps employee on the 
Juneau trail system. He was hired as a park ranger later that year and became 
the chief ranger for Southeast shortly afterward. He finished his career with 
Alaska State Parks as the Southeast Area Superintendent.
Mike has been a steward of Alaska’s state park system. He devoted 29 years 

to conserving the natural and cultural resources in the Southeast Area Alaska 
State Parks. He helped develop and provide recreational opportunities for 
Alaskan residents and visitors throughout Southeast Alaska. He also worked 
on the trail system at Point Bridget State Park, expanded the public-use 
cabin system near Juneau, developed the Forest and Muskeg trail in Old 
Sitka State Historical Park, constructed park facilities throughout Southeast 
Alaska, and worked on numerous capital improvement projects.  

Thank you for your service to the State of Alaska!
Mike’s State Employment History:
Fish and Wildlife Officer: 1983-1987
Education Specialist: 1988-1990
Park Ranger I: 1990-2002
Park Superintendent: 2002-2017

(L-R) Kenai/PWS Superintendent Jack Blackwell joins Mike 
Eberhardt in celebrating his retirement at Eagle Beach State 
Recreation Area with Southeast Chief Ranger Kevin Murphy. 
Jack Blackwell presented a plaque to Mike on his retirement 
with 29 years of service to the Division. 

Juneau Trail Crew in 1990. Back row (L-R): Natural Resource Technician 
Paul Zahasky, Chief Ranger Mike Eberhardt, and Natural Resource 
Technician Jack Blackwell. Front row: Juneau Trail ACCs

www.alaskastateparks.org

