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fI~. Phil -? Holdsworth, Corrmissioner
 
Alaska Ueperlment of Netura\ ~esources
 

Stete Copi 101
 
Juneau, AIaska
 

Dear COflY''1issioner- Kl:>ldswor"lh~ 

We o're mos' pleased to trar'lsmi I herewi th Hie (inal edl I ion or
 
the ....\oster Plan (or the Nancy Lake State ....ecreBtion Area.
 

This exhaustivE! sludV includes an aoe\ysis of outdoor rec,..eation
 
needs bnd desires or' the Ancho .... age and Il\alanuskiP.-Susi tna Boroughs
 
to 1980 ond the melhodology to be employe<S ~o fulfill this
 
recr€'ot iOh demon<s consi stent wI th ef (eet ive U5€ of the land of
 
the ~ecreal ion Area.
 

fn our- opinlon J the vision and resourcefulness of the Stele of
 
Alaska has set Ihe standard ior stele park plDnninq for the- nation.
 
11 has been a distinct pleasure to work "",ith the Division of Lands
 
on this project. The enthusiaslic cooperation of the Division has
 
he\ped to make this a most pleasE'lnl task.
 

As haa been slated nurlle,.-ous ~imes in Yorlous ways, the creotion
 
of a ,~\aste"- Plan is only os effective es the Boitity to fot\ow it
 
through 10 cOl'l,plelion. Now that the trail has oeen broken and the
 
groundwork laid, the Implementation oi the proposals recorrmended
 
herein s..-e of the utrflosl imporlance. fie tire confident that tnis
 
r'pport will be trftnslated into a plan of action Irrmediately.
 

Citizens of Alaska shou\d indpp.d be proud that they live in a state
 
w~lich looks vri th IJnblu,.-red vision to tomorr"ow.
 

;=tespect fully submi t ted, 

L~
Sam L. Huddleston
 
Consu I tan t
 

Hudl jch 

SAM l H!JOOl['i-TON • Mo...eER AMEl<:lCAN INHlTUT€ Of Pl.... l<.\Nf.RS • ~ELLOW AMa~.ICAN SOCU,T¥ OF LANOSC.o,PE: ....../tCH/HCT\ 
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The following, constituting a "Planning Advisory 

Committee," were most helpful in formulation of lhe 

Nancy Lake Slate Recreation Area Plon-

Dick Almon - Parks Designer - Alaska Division of Lands 

Roscoe Bell - Director - Alaska Division of Lands 

Wayne Boden - Recreolion Specialist - U.S. Bureau of 

Land Manogemenl 

Dick Bulton - La nds Officer - Alaska Div ision of La nds 

Bill Creighlon - Director of Parks & Recreotion-

City of Anchorage 

Larry DuHon - District Forester -- Alaska Division of Lands 

Chris Evans - Planning Director -- City of Anchorage 

Scott Harrison - Recreation Planner - U.S. Forest Service 

George Hallet!- Area Forester - Alaska Division of Lands 

Joe Lawlor - Acting Area Manager - Alaska Division of Lands 

Mike Leach - Acting Area Manager - Alaska Division of Lands 

Earl Plourde - State Forester - Alaska Division of Lands 

Harold Pomeroy - Chairman -- Kenai Penninsula Borough 

Dick Pros ii- Research Biologist - U.S. Notional Park Service 

Bill Sacheck - Special Assistant to the Director 

Alaska Deportment of Natural Resources 

Ted Smith - Chief - Parks & Recreation -- Alaska Division of 

Lands 

Dale Tubbs - Area Forester - Alaska Division of Lands 

Bob Vroman - Chairman - Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

ii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Page 

Historical Background 

Locotion Mop.. , . , , 2 

PART 1 - Master Plan-Summary & Tabulation 

Moster Plan , 3 

Moster Plan Summary, 4 

Development Program Diagram 5 

Development Program Summary, 6 

PART 2 - Analysis - Resident &Tourist Recreation Supply, Demond & Need 

Artist's View of Entrance Area. , . , .. , . 7 

Demond and Need - Resident Population, 8 

Socia-economic Characteristics , .. 9 

Equivalent Focllitie's , . , . 10 

General Facility Analysis. 12 

Camping Demond & Need - Tourists, . 13 

Facility Analysis Table, . , , , ... , . 18 

PART 3 - Analysis - Land and Landscape 

Acreage, High Ground, Water. 21 

Swamps, , . 23 

Land Slope. 25 

open, Dry Areas, 27 

PART 4 - Climate 

General Weather Table. . , , , . , .. , 30 

PART 5 - Plans & Descriptron . Main Use Areas 

General. , . , . , ... , .. , , . , .. , ... , , ... , . , , . , . , . 32 

Entrance, Main Concession Complex and Residence

Maintenance Areas. 33 

Golf Course. , , . , ...•. , , , . , .. 35 

Group Camps. , . , 37 

Red Shirt Complex. 39 

Typical Camp Ground. 41 

Typical Picnic Ground .... , .. 43 

PART 6 - Development Program & First Five Year Budget 

Including Acquisition Schedule 

General Basis and Unit Casts , 46 

1968 Budget, 49 

1969 Budget, 51 

1970 Budg et . 53 

1971-1975 Program 55 

1976 - 1980 Program 58 

Acquisitian Schedule .. , (61_) 
PART 7 - Recommendations on Palicies; Maintenance & Operations including 

Fees and Charges; and Fiscal Summary 

General and Policies.. , . , .. , 63 

M and 0 - Staff and Employees 64 

List of Personnel. . , .. , . 66 

Basic M and 0 Equipment. 66 

Maintenance Buildings - Space Requirements 66 

Stoff Housing Requirements - Residences 67 

Fees and Charges . , ..... 67 

Concessionaire Operations, . 67 

Fiscal Summary. , , . , . , . , 68 

Income Summary, . 68 

General Summary, 68 

Bibliography, .• , .. 69 



700 

600 

500 

VI 
400Z 

o 
..... ..... 
~ 

Z 

~ 

VI 
300 

VI 

> 

200 

"../',"'" -'~ 100 /' -",.
..... ,;/.....":.'_.----,~, NAnONAL 

/' ,/."." PA'RK SERVICE 
•• 4f/'., 

...... ,'
~,;.. ,:JI" 

~,,;.~--

..... 
i ! ! uo,1950 I I.Jw------- --- '.,~ma'.d - - -- 1 

-
~''-''-,,

.,r#-

TREND OF VISITS 
TO RECREATI'ON AREAS 

CORPS Of ,/' 
ENGINEERS ./ 

~........... 
...... 

..... ,...... ~t\G~ ..... 
, \1-.... .... 

• ;1 :\ e,f.,' 
............ ~O~3.,./ 

,...... .\. e, . ./
;I v· ;; 

~ .,."" 
...... "" ~/' /,"-

,/ ,/.. .,-

((~/-

.. -'.-- (C (/ . ~~_~,. (( ({~-:--;;o-
~. (C~~~~ 

-- ~§--~--=.=<--""~= ,-....-:;:;::;: - ~?'-= . /;.... =-=....=-. 

~~~.~ ... '::-~~;.--~.~~.. 
' /. ~-

' . _.(I"'~.. ~ , .. ::~, -
'"III> ....- - :'r~' .....~ .,:l"t________ ~.._:>..,,~. C .. 

19801960 1965 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The rapidly increasing demand for recreation apparfunities in urban areas 

led Division of Lands personnel to examine State land holdings in the Anchor

age Service Area for the possibility of developing a multi-activity family rec

reation area. 

Such on area would be water-oriented and should provide a variety of 

active recreation opportunities. A year round family type development wos 

indicated in on area large enough to provide many diversified activities-where 

there would be available quality outdoor recreation experiences for each mem

ber of the family during all seasons of the year. 

The search rapidly centered on the Nancy Lake - Red Shirt Lake area. This 

lake area, being the least developed with private holdings and .the lost avail

able land of its type in the Service Area, appeared to have the desirable 

elements needed. Aller considerable study some tentative boundaries were 

drown, a possible development layout prepared, and the package was present

ed to the Motanuska - Susitna Borough for consideration. Their reaction was 

enthusiastic . 

A bill was introduced in the legislature, and upon its passage, the State's 

first large recreation area became a reality . 

Sam L. Huddleston and Associates of Denver was retained to prepare a 

master development plan program and budget for this area. Their report is 

presented herewith. 
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