


Thia I3 lhe execulive summary: you can find the entire SCORP with (he survey
instruments online at www.Blaskeslaleparks.om.
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Service, Uniled Slales Department of the Interior, under the provisions of the Land and Waler
Consenvation Fund Acl of 1964 {Public Law BB-578, as amended).



The Statewide Ouldoor Recreation Plan, 2009-2014 explores ouldoor recrealion preferences. issues. use
trends, needs, and facility development. It assisls recrealion providers. advisory boards. ussr groups and
the public in making outdoor recregtion decisions. This plan s available to all interested parties, including
recraation providers, communities, and the public statewide.

Alaska has 366 million acres and 47,300 miles of shorefine. Of that 366 million acres, 322 million acres are
available for recreation. Wellands cover 43.3% of the State. It is the largest Stale in the U.S. in ferms of
fand. The Alaska Stale Parks System has more acreage than any other stale park system in the U.S. and
is the State’s largest provider of wildland recreation facilities.

Despite its size, Alaska is the second smallest sfate in the country by population, with 1.1 peopie per
square mile (U.S. average is 79.6 people per square mile). The highest density is in the Anchorage area:
abouf 153.4 persons per square mile.
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Trends

To identify what Alaskans currently do for ouldoor recreation and what opportunities are desired for the
future, Alaska Slale Parks posted an online survey for the general public. park professionals, and youth.
Overall mare than 2,500 surveys were compleled by recreation enthusiasts from around the Stale. Alsa

a felephone survey was conducled during April 2009. Information from a mall out survey for recreation
providers and the general public was collected In spring 2008, along with 5 public mealings that ware held
throughout the state. The online youth sutvey was taken by students at several different school disiricts,

EQUIPMENT OWNERSHIP

TYPE OF EQUIPMENT 2009
Backgack B87.0%
Tent 83.1%
Bicyzle $0.0%
Fishing Equament 89.0%
Cross Caunlry Skis T3.1%
Hunting Equipment 88.1%
Canoe or rafl 57.9%
Skis/Snowboard 56.1%
ATW or QRY 47.0%
Snawmathine 39.6%
Motorkoat 37 7%
By 250%
Sea Kaysx 21.4%
Dog Team 4.2%
Balboal 3.5%
ATTITUDES ON FACILITIES, MANAGEMENT, AND RESOURCE PROTECTION

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT

Mainlaln existing trails B7.7%

Mainlenance of axisting faciilles 74.1%

Public use cabins 70.8%

New parka and recreglion areds (rom stale tand) #0.5%

Trail heads along highways B8.7%

Roadside lode1s at regular mtervals B2.19%

Trails for non-molorized usa onfy 81.4%

Facilitias (or the disabled 58.2%

Develop more campgrounds 54,1%

Increasa the lavel of law enforcement 54.0%

Upgrede exisling park roads 49.3%

New parks and recranation Areas ey e ) 49.0%

Trails for lagal use of off road vehicles 47.5%

Boat Laurnches 41.0%

Plenlc areas 40.8%

Qrganized recieation programs in parkes 3M.3%

Tourist laciliies on park lands 30.7%

RV dump stations 30.5%

RY accassible siles al campgrounds 29.6%

Davelop move visilor conters 28.6%

™ % suppart is from survey results in



SUPPORT FOR FUNDING PROPOSALS

TYPE OF PROPOSALS Support
Allocsle a porlion of annual RV registralion fees B3%
Allocate a portion of annual all-terrain vehicle registration fees | 78%
A bond package for delerred maintenance in parka 59%
Impose a one penny per gallon lax on gasoline 52%
Impose a small lax on the purchase of ouldoor gear 41%

* % supporl 1s from survey resuils in 2009

Stemlioel g0

Volunteers are essential ta the upkeep

and development of Stata parks, trails,

and recreation areas In 2008, 474 Alaska
State Park voluntears donaled 66,394
hours of labor According to the Financial
Accounting Standards Board the hours of
labor donated equal a dollar vatue of $1.3
miltion. Allhough in 2008 the number of
volunteers mereased from the vear belore,
volunleers have decreased drastically
since the peak of 1.136 1n 2004, Gasoline
pricas have hecome a large factor in the
number of volunteers that parks can reeruit.
This is because many of the volunleers are
from out of state and as gas prices fse it
becomes too expensive for them te drive
{helr Recraalion Vehicles 1o Alaska As
funding becomes more scarce, volunteers
become more and more impartant

VOLUNTEERS IN THE STATE PARKS

YEAR TOTAL
1699 730
2000 690
2001 773
2002 871
2003 719
2004 1138
2005 838
2008 73
2007 380
2008 474




Alaska’s Recreation

While most of Alaska’s 322 million acres of public lands are avallable for recraalion, about 168 million acres,
or 48 percent of Alaska, is managed for wildiand recreation. Sixty percent of America’s national park
acreage. the country’s largest state park system, and the nation’s two largest nationa) forests are located in
Alaska. Twenty-five Alaskan rivers and over 3,200 river miles are protected under the National Wid and
Scenic River designation. Additionally, there are six legislatively designated State Recreation Rivers,
encompassing 460 river miles and 260,000 upland acres. Approximately 12 percent of state land is under
some form of legislalive designation that protects or enhances wildland recreation. Approximately 82.4
mlllion acres of federal land and 400,000 acres of slate land are designated as wildemess.

Alaskans place a high value on the
availability and quality of ouldoor
recreation opportunities: 86 percant of
all respondents said parks and ouldoor
recreation were important fo their
lifastyle. The Alaska Recreation and
Park Assoaalion recognizes four areas
of recreation benefits that enhance
quality of life: parsonal (such as filness,
relaxation, leisure, piay); aocial
(including community racraalion that
builds strong families and communities.
promoles heallhy social bahaviors and
ethnic and cultural hammony). economic
(investment in recreation positivety
affacts businesses, wisitor industry, and
a fit populace who then are more
productlive in lhe workplace); and
environmantal (anvironmenial health,
Fuken Ampel B 5359 profection, and insurance for the future)
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" Top 10 Activities [}
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Running

SKiing/Snowbaarding

ATVRidingA Wheelng
Biking

Cammping

Cross Coundry Skiing

Snawmachining

Hunling

Fishing

Hiking
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Love of the outdoors Is a major
part of the fabled "Alaskan
lifestyle,” Alaskans participate in
wildland recreation at twice the
rale of the rest of the country.
Wildland recreation in Alaska
includes a wide spectrum of
popular activities, from fishing,
hunting, hiking, skiing. spelunking,
bird watching, snowmobiling, ORV
riding, wildlife viewing, recreational
mining. to mountaineering, white-
waler rafting. dog mushing, ocean
kayaking. and power boating.




SCORP AND THE LWCF PROGRAM

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF} Act of 1865, as amended, has a stated goal
of providing a nationwide legacy of high quality outdoar recreation. The Act created a 50/50
match grant program available to state and local governments to acquire, develop, and
improve basic outdoor recreation facilities to serve the general public. In Alaska this program
is administered by Alaska State Parks.
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Survey results for State outdoor recreatlon priorities,

PROJECT TYPE PRIORITY
Rehabilitale, upgrade or expand exsting high-demand High
facililies 19
acilili
Rehabililate. upgrade or expand {rails High
Meet accessibility requirements of ADA Induding completion
of invenlory of recreation facilities and programs High
| Land acquisition of in-holdings or access lo exisling recrea-
[ tion lands and facilites Medium
Acquisition of wellands lo prolect recreation values Medium
Land acquisition for new parks or oultdoor recreation areas Low " iRen Kped & 1ila
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To be eligible to participate in lhe LWCF program, each slate must have a cument SCORP on file with he
National Park Servica. Through the SCORP planning process, agencies and lhe public identify capilal in-
vestment priorities for acquiring. developing, and protecting cutdoor recreation resources. These priority
needs are then used as a guide to direct the state’s allocation of its LWCF apportionment. Proposals that
are 1) submitted by eligible applicants, 2} for eligible types of projects, and 3) that address priority neads
tdentified in the SCORP. are eligible lo compete for 50/50 matching granls.

Survey results for community outdoor recreatlon priorities.

PROJECT TYPE PRIORITY

Community parks/playgrounds High
Tralis/trail heads High
Rehabllilate, upgrade or expand exisling faciliies High
Campgrounds High
Public use cabins High
Meet accessibility requiresents of ADA Medum
Lansl acquisilion of In-hoidings or access lo exisling rec- Medium
reation lands and facifities

Land acqultition for new parks or ouidote recreation arwes Low




| YOUTH SURVEY
| For the first lime, Alaska Slale Parks
| completed a survey for the youth in
Alaska. We asked each of the school
districts fo have their siudents complete
an on4ine survey to help determine
future trends for ouldoor recreation.
We had 248 students respond. Of the
responses, 86% of the studenls were
from rural areas such as Tununak,
Tunlutuliak. Eek, Toksook Bay, and
Kwigillingok while cnly 14% were from
urban areas. The majority of the
== sludents (87%) wera between {he ages
- - —- 0f 11 and 17. We were inlerested lo

h see whal impact the elecironic age has
Native Youth Olympics had on recreation,

Favorite Youth Activities
We included 17 of the
favorite youth activities as
ihere were many lies. For
example playing football
and hanging out with friends
were equal as were biking
and reading as well as
fishing. the Native Youth
Olympics and walking. Itis
clear how important the
Native Youth Olympics are
to the rural communities.
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The elecironic age did
have a huge effect on the
top activities with video
games and computers
betng in the top 10 for the
youth. With the number of 50
portable video games and

enlities offering Wi-Fi these

are na longer considered

Numbaer of Respondents

g

Indoor activities.

0
Of the top len activities, four o
are organized sports either &
through {he school district or @ &
the community and two are Qgs\
molorized activities. ‘5\



